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Greetings from Your Alumni Association 
As we continue to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic, we hope and pray all of you and 
your loved ones continue to remain safe and healthy.  The Alumni and its members 
continue to support camp and the programs we are allowed to offer as directed by the 
New York State health departments.  Virtual camps and Family Camping have been the 
main stay of council offerings this year.  We are severely limited by the programs we can 
offer but continue to promote camping as much as we can.  Remember to stay safe, 
practice social distancing and wear a mask. 
 

Thank You Alex! 
Alex Peck, AKA “Scoops”, has decided to step down as the President of the Alumni 
Association.   He has requested that as he leaves this position, we not make any kind of 
a fuss.  However, we can’t let Alex go without wishing him well and “Thank You” for all 
you have done for Scouting and Camp Babcock-Hovey over the many years. 
 

Greetings from our new Alumni Association President 
We have a new Alumni President.  Please join me and welcome Bill Lawrence as our 
President.  Bill was the Vice-President prior to moving into the President’s position.  He 
has served Camp Babcock Hovey for many years and was responsible in getting us setup 
with camp wide WIFI.  Bill has also served on the Council Executive Board as well as the 
District Chair for Seneca District.  Welcome Bill! 



 

Council Guidance for Temporary Camping 
Interim Guidance for Temporary Residences During Covid-19 from New York State 
Department of Health for Boy Scouts of America Camping. 

On July 10th the State of New York issued broad rulings on camping programs 
that impact Scouting.  At the time our county Health Departments issued to us 
campground permits that allowed for troop camping following the family camping 
guidelines we submitted to them.  Many counties did not issue such permits like ours did. 

On Sept 21st the State of New York Health Department clarified their original 
opinion stating that troops cannot camp as troops even within campgrounds, meaning the 
only overnight camping option is family camping for any scout unit anywhere in New York. 

Children staying overnight must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  The 
operator of the of the temporary residence may not accept responsibility for the overnight 
supervision of a child.   

The guidance does provide for temporary residence camp permit holders to 
provide individual or single family/households with nonadjacent individual 
accommodations for sleeping, eating and personal hygiene for family camping. 

Violation could result in civil penalties, fines, closure, and or denial of future permits 
for operations. 

This guidance is issued from Governor Andrew M. Cuomo’s Executive Order 202, 
Executive Order 202.16, and 202.17.  Our Volunteer Risk Management Chair Randy 
DeFrank has been in contact with the New York Department of Health and has informed 
us that this order will expire on December 9th, 2020, but is subject to extension or renewal 
and may or may not impact the guidance we are being given for operations. 

This impacts events the Seneca Waterways Council had planned for the fall that 
included an overnight experience such as the Order of the Arrow Fall Fellowship 
weekend, the Massawepie Outdoor Challenge: October Odyssey.  This also impacts 
Troops, Packs, and Crews planning any fall unit camping on or off Seneca Waterways 
Council properties, prior to November 13th.  We will be requesting permission to reopen 
on November 13th. 

Events following the Day Camp guidelines such as the Webelo-ree, Fall Cubs in 
Camp, BALOO and IOLS Training are still able to be held but must following the 
guidelines. 

Family camping must follow the https://senecawaterways.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/SWC-RULES-FOR-FALL-CAMPING.pdf rules. 

The Volunteer Risk Management Committee, Director of Camping Don DeClerck 
and Director Support Services Aaron Vikemyr continue to seek further direction from the 
State of New York Department of Health and the local health departments on how and 
when we can expand the camping opportunities for our Scouting families. 

If a unit goes camping out of state the laws of the state you are going to apply, as 
would quarantine restrictions upon return.  In theory units may be able to camp in a 
neighboring states with quarantines if that state is not on the New York travel advisory 
list. 
 
 



INTERVIEW WITH THE HOVEY RACCOON 

Timmy Tenderfoot:  Why wear a mask?  
What are you hiding? 
Raccoon: Really?  You’re going to start 
off with that?  First, it’s not a mask it 
natural.  It’s black fur around my eyes.  
And second, I’m not hiding anything.  The 
fur works like the dark strips that baseball 
players wear under their eyes.  It cuts 
down glare from sunlight or moonlight, 
which helps me see better.  The other 
mask I need to wear due to COVID-19.  
You humans carry so many diseases! 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Interesting.  I 
didn’t know that about raccoons. 
RACCOON: Bud, I could fill a book with things people don’t know about raccoons. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Such as?  
RACCOON: Raccoons are astonishingly adaptable.  Back in the day, when your ancestors were 
blundering West in covered wagons, my ancestors lived in forests, mostly in the southeastern 
United States.  Now, raccoons have spread all the way across the country, up into Canada, and 
down into Central America.  We’re everywhere. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Not everywhere.  I live in the city of Rochester, NY.  There aren’t 
raccoons in my neighborhood. 
RACCOON: I bet you have a furry neighbor or two you don’t know about.  Biologists think nearly 
every city block is likely to have a raccoon living on it.  In some places, there may be 100 times 
more raccoons living in the city than in the nearby countryside.  People don’t see us because we 
come out at night. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  What do you do during the day? 
RACCOON: I sleep.  I curl up in a hollow tree or in an empty woodchuck burrow.  City raccoons 
sleep in abandoned buildings, chimneys, attics — wherever.  That’s why you most only see me 
at night. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Raccoons must be good climbers. 
RACCOON: You got that right.  We can climb anything: trees, chimneys, skyscrapers.  I got a 
cousin, lives down in New York City.  Just last month he got this crazy idea to climb the World 
Trade Center.  Up he goes, 25 stories.  Made national news. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  What happened at the 25th story? 
RACCOON: He got his furry bottom busted by animal control.  See, he was super hungry.  He’d 
just climbed a 25-story building, you know?  So, the first thing he smells is the delicious aroma of 
cat food.  Followed his nose right into a cage.  He chowed down on Mr. Whiskers while animal 
control drove him outside city limits to turn him loose.  Haven’t heard from him since. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Raccoons like cat food? 
RACCOON: Oh, yeah.  We’re omnivores.  That means we’ll eat just about anything.  Cat food, 
dog food, human food, crayfish, fish, mussels, frogs, turtles, turtle eggs, bird eggs, insect eggs, 
insects, mice, birds, birdseed, persimmons, grapes, blackberries, corn, acorns, pecans… I’m 
innocent I tell ya. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  OK. I get it.  You eat lots of things. 
RACCOON: Rats. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  You eat rats, too? 
RACCOON: No.  Rats, now I’m hungry.  Follow me.  I follow the Hovey Raccoon through the 
woods to the camp creek by lakefront.  The flowing water glitters in the moonlight.  In no time, the 



raccoon catches a small frog and proceeds to eat it — crunch, crunch — dunking the hapless 
creature in the stream between bites. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Why do you wash your food? 
RACCOON: Wash my food?  Bwahahaha!  You think an animal that snarfs down three-day-old 
pizza from a trash can worries about germs? 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Then what are you doing? 
RACCOON: I’m feeling around for my next snack.  Raccoons have sensitive paws.  Four to five 
times more sensitive than other mammals, as a matter of fact.  And a large part of my noggin is 
set up to figure out what I’m touching.  You want to know my superpower?  I can “see” something 
just by feeling it. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  That’s amazing.  Do you have any other superpowers? 
RACCOON: What?  The skyscraper climbing, ability to eat everything, and super-sensitive digits 
aren’t enough?  OK, here’s one: Raccoons are crazy clever. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  How so? 
RACCOON: Studies in the 1900s ranked us equal to monkeys and well ahead of cats and dogs 
in brainpower.  Translation: If there’s food somewhere, we’ll think up a way to get it.  We can open 
camping coolers, unzip tents, crawl through pet doors, pry off trash can lids … 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Let’s shift 
gears a bit.  Tell me about your 
family. 
RACCOON: I live alone most of the 
year.  Mama raccoons do all the 
baby raising.  Kits — that’s what we 
call baby raccoons — are born in 
April or May, and each mama 
usually has three or four of the little 
bandits.  That’s why I am free to be 
the camp mascot. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  How did 
you end up being the camp 
mascot? 
RACCOON: While one day, I was 
dumpster diving, err fine dining, and 
there was this old camp shirt, had a 
few holes in the bottom half.  I really 
liked it though.  I tried it on, and I accidently got stuck in it and couldn’t get it off.  The rest is 
history. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Dumpster Diving, is that why raccoons are nicknamed “trash pandas”? 
RACCOON: If dumpster diving were an Olympic sport, I’d be on the cover of a cereal box.  You 
humans throw away so much food!  Nothing better than dumpster doughnuts, am I right? 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  That explains the first part of your nickname.  What about the panda 
part?  
RACCOON: Some people think raccoons are related to giant pandas. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  Are you? 
RACCOON: All mammals are related, nature boy.  But raccoons are more closely related to 
weasels and river otters than bears and pandas.  Personally, I don’t like being called trash panda.  
It’s rude.  Call me raccoon or, if you want to sound like a smarty pants, use my scientific name: 
Procyon lotor. 
TIMMY TENDERFOOT:  How do you spell that? 
RACCOON: How should I know?  I’m the raccoon! 

 



Alumni Association Treasurer Report 
The financial position of the Alumni Association continues to be strong thanks to the 

support of our members.  The Square Foot Fund has not changed from the report in the 

spring newsletter and remains at $15,600.80.  The Alumni fund balance is $3,860.05 with 

income received from the Webelosree Alumni Food Sales, held at camp this fall.  At last 

year’s annual meeting we approved the rental for a stump grinder and trencher to use at 

camp this year which still needs to come out of the fund balance.  We also have 

$11,526.80 in the Camp Site Improvement fund but we are in the process of expending 

some of the funds for grills located in camp and we have a number of other improvements 

that will be completed when conditions improve.   Our Alumni membership has grown to 

86 lifetime members and 7 year to year members.  Please reach out to all Scouters 21 

years or older, who have worked as a summer camp staff member or who have attended 

Camp Babcock-Hovey as an adult and extend an invitation to join the Alumni.  An Alumni 

Association Membership Application is included in this newsletter. 

 

Pool Shower House Update 
Work continues on the new shower 
house.  All block walls are completed 
and the roof is finished.  The cement 
has been poured under the roof which 
allows us to use this area for 
instruction to teach merit badge 
classes.  The inside of the building has 
been painted and we are in the 
process of painting the outside and 
cleaning up the construction debris as 
well starting conduit for the electric.  
Our next step is complete the 
installation of plumbing and electrical 
work.  We are in need of volunteers to help in these areas.  If you would like to help please 
contact Matt Crance. We are also slightly shy of our fundraiser goal if you would like to 
donate to help finish this project please see the attached donation form! 
 

Properties Update 
So, what is a summer camp with no scouts? A sad year. However, all was not lost. We 
were able to hold family camping, the Orienteering Challenge, a small camporee, and a 
very successful Webelosree. We had people in camp just about every day this summer 
enjoying camp. This was also a rare year to let our campsites and property rest so the 
grass will come back greener next year. We installed new fire pits in all the campsites, 
cleaned out brush from campsites and trails, reblazed many of the trails, filled in holes, 
painted numerous buildings, and many other tasks that we don’t normally get a chance 
to do during the summer. With this in mind we are in a better position for 2021. If you 
are missing camp, feel free to come out and walk a trail, help the camp ranger, or just 
sit on a bench at lakefront. Just let the camp Ranger know you are coming. 



2018-2019 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Executive Committee 
▪ President – Bill Lawrence    BillL@ottocmail.com  
▪ Vice President – open 
▪ Secretary – Vic Lonsberry    vic_lonsberry@roadrunner.com  
▪ Treasurer – Hank Roenke     hroenke@verizon.net 
▪ Social Director – Justin Kuczma   jmkuczma@yahoo.com 
▪ Member at Large – Matthew Crance   matthewcrance@gmail.com 
▪ Member at Large –  Nick Frankiewicz  nickfrankiew@gmail.com  
▪ Member at Large –  Izzy Keyes   isakeyes@gmail.com  
▪ Member at Large – Jason Mellen   jason.mellen@gmail.com  
▪ Immediate Past President – Jay Laitenberger jlaitenberger@gmail.com  

 
Don’t forget to visit our website at www.BHalum.org 

 

Now Accepting 2021-2022 Membership Applications 

We have a total of 86 lifetime members and 7 regular members for 
the 2020-2021 membership year.  This is the largest the Alumni 
Association has ever been and we continue to grow.  The Alumni 
Association funnels our membership fees directly back into Camp 
Babcock-Hovey through projects and program supplies.  Every 
year members receive several cool newsletters, get to attend 
Alumni Day for Free, receive invites to a Winter Gathering, and 
usually a small gift from the Alumni Association in token of our 
appreciation.  Please note that regular memberships expire each 
year on May 31st (just before Raccoon Work Weekend).  New 
memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following 
year.  Please send in your 2020-2021 membership forms today! 

Bald Eagles Spotted at Camp Babcock-Hovey 
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100th Anniversary of the Start of Finger Lakes Council 

If the Finger Lakes Council was still around it would be celebrating its 100th birthday  in 
2020. Finger Lakes Council was original given a charter as the Ontario County Council 
in 1920. 

In 1971 the Babcock-Hovey helped celebrated the 50th anniversary of Finger Lakes 
Council. The council was originally called the Ontario County Council. They were 
actually a year late  

 
However, maybe it was the 50th Anniversary of when Yates and Seneca county joined 
Ontario county to form Finger Lakes Council. I am not sure entirely on how that 
happened. Maybe some history buffs out there will let us know how it really happened. 
However, in light of Finger Lakes Council’s 50th anniversary, a council Camporee was 
held at Babcock-Hovey. 
 

As Reported in the Finger Lakes Time May 17,1971 

BY BETTY AUTEN 

BABCOCK-HOVEY – For 
those boys who 
experienced their first time 
at troop camping at 
Babcock-Hovey, this 
weekend’s observance of 
the Finger Lakes Council’s 
50th Anniversary 
Jamboree was a good way 
to start. For the older boys 
and the men who 
participated it was also a 
happy experience. Even 
the weatherman did his 
part and provided the best 
weather this year.   

The jamboree began at 4 p.m. Friday when somewhat over 1,300 boys and men arrived 
at the camp to set up their tents and get acquainted. By Saturday morning when the 
activities got under way, there were 2,000. The large cleared field was set off into four 
separate camps: Ernest Thompson Seton, Daniel Carter Beard, James E. West and 
Robert Baden Powell. The boys began the work of erecting a gateway at the entrance 
of each of the troop campsites. The gateways varied according to the wants and 
ambitions of the troops. Some were nothing more than a pole stuck in the ground with a 
troop flag fastened to it. Others were quite elaborate. 



Waterloo’s Troop 81, which later received 
the grand prize, erected a fire tower about 50 
feet high at the entrance to its camping area. 
David Weidman of Troop 96 in Palmyra won 
the bugling contest He then had the honor of 
being the official bugler for the duration of 
the jamboree. All day Saturday was spent in 
special events and contests. These ranged 
from knot being to fire building, from 
astronomy to lighting a fire with a hand axe. 

Saturday night there was a big campfire and 
fireworks display, two special moments, dear 
to the heart of every Boy Scout. There were church services, Sunday morning and then 
the boys learned what they were expected to do in the special ecology event. It turned 
out to be a giant KP assignment, the oh’s and baah’s could be heard clear down to the 
lake. Many of them probably guessed what it would be beforehand. The theme of the 
jamboree was “Save Our American Resources”. At the end of the time limit the boys 
bad filled 376 plastic bags and had gathered up innumerable pieces of trash that 
wouldn’t fit into the bags. 

First place winners in the ecology contest was Senior Troop 111, Troops 126 and 82 
tied for second. As the time drew near to go back home, the boys gathered in a 
rectangle around a blue cross to the right of the field. Before the awards were to be 
announced, the boys were to see a sky diving act. 

After waiting about 15 minutes a plane flew overhead. It passed over but proved to be 
just that, a plane passing over. Another 30 minutes went by and some of the boys saw 
someone jump from an airplane, far off to the east Coincidentally, as 100’s of boys 
waited to see their sky divers, members of the Ovid Parachute Club picked that moment 
to jump from a plane. Another 10 or 15 minutes passed and then the right plane arrived 
and began to circle the field. The second time around a yellow streamer floated out of 
the plane. The divers were checking the wind velocity. 

Suddenly four tiny dots separated from the body of the plane and soon the dots took on 
the appearance of four men suspended from four parachutes. Before the plane’s arrival 
the boys had been warned to remain standing and not to move around, for their own 
safety and the safety of the sky divers. The boys obeyed the warning but it proved to be 
for nothing. Although the sky divers tried desperately to land in the spot reserved for 
them, the strong breezes carried them elsewhere. One of them nearly made it. He 
landed in the back field just beyond the perimeter where the boys had gathered. The 
other three men landed in the woods. 

See More Pictures at https://bhalum.org/2012/04/12/44-1971-boy-scouts-celebrate-
50th-anniversary-of-finger-lakes-council/  
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Preserving the Past,     

building for the future…  
 one square foot at a time. 

 
 

J. Warren Cutler Scout  

Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Located near Naples, NY in the beautiful Bristol Hills.  
Cubs live in one of five themed villages and can enjoy 
boating, fishing, swimming, nature and archery. 

Camp Pioneer is the traditional Boy Scout summer camp at 
Massawepie Scout Camps.  A crown jewel of Boy Scout 
camping, Massawepie is located in the heart of the Adirondack 
Mountains, and surrounded by 2.5 million acres of forever wild 
Forest Preserves. 

Located in the Finger Lakes region of western New 
York State, the Camp Babcock-Hovey sits on the 
east shore of Seneca Lake and spans 283 acres of 
woodlands and fields.  

Massawepie 

Now is your chance to invest in the next 50 years of Scout Camps.  Dedicate a square foot or square yard for yourself or 
someone you know and receive an authentic Scout Camps Certificate of Acknowledgement.   All proceeds will be used to      
endow the maintenance and equipment of Scout Camps in perpetuity.   

Cherish your memories of Scout Camps and help to create new ones for future generations of Scouts and Scouters. 

Simply fill out the form below and return it to: 

Seneca Waterways Council, Boy Scouts of America  
2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester, NY 14623 
 
Name          

Address         

City/State/Zip         

Phone         

 

# of square feet    x ($50/ea.) = $    (Total)   

# of square yards    x ($350/ea.) = $    (Total)      For Internal use Only: Acct. #3-4521-000-90 

 

Method of Payment: 

o Check (Make payable to Seneca Waterways Council, BSA) 

o Credit Card:  O  Visa   O Master Card   O Discover   O American Express   

Card #       Expiration Date (mm/yy)     Authorized Signature       

CCV # _______________________ 

Designated Camp:  O Camp J. Warren Cutler     O Camp  Babcock-Hovey     O Camp Massawepie 

Dedicated to: 

Name: _________________________________ 

Address:________________________________ 

City/State/Zip____________________________ 

mcrance
Oval



 
Camp Babcock-Hovey – Capital Campaign Pledge Form 

____  Yes, you can count on me to make a gift to the Seneca Waterways Council, investing in the capital 

improvements for Camp Babcock-Hovey. My gift will provide the resources to purchase, build and endow a shower 

facility and other approved capital projects and endowment support for Camp Babcock-Hovey approved by the 

Executive Board of the Seneca Waterways Council. 

I understand that a portion of this gift may be made to the Permanently Restricted Endowment Fund of the Seneca 

Waterways Council, Boy Scouts of America. The gift will be held under the provisions set forth in the New York 

Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act. 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

GIVING FREQUENCY 
_____  One-time payment     _____ Please divide my gift payable over ______ years   (up to 

3 years) 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
____ Cash / Check Enclosed     ____ Bill Me 
          (payable to Seneca Waterways Council, BSA) 

____ Please send me information on    ____ I would like to arrange an IRA rollover 

          paying with Stock. 

IN-KIND SUPPORT 

If you are a construction professional looking to donate materials and/or labor, you help would make a significant 

impact with this project. Please contact the Camp Ranger at 315-521-2544. 

DONOR INFORMATION 

Name of Donor  _______________________________________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________________________ 

City/ST/Zip  ___________________________ ST _____________Zip _________ 

Phone   _______________________________________________________ 

Email   _______________________________________________________ 

                # 2-4501-049-91 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
$ 55,000             Named Shower House Sponsor 

 $ 10,000              Shower Stall Sponsor (8) 
 

GIVING LEVELS 
$ 25,000   Babcock Benefactor Level 
$ 5,000  Service Level 
$ 1,000  Gold Sponsor 
$ 500  Silver Sponsor 
$ 100  Bronze Sponsor 
$ 50  Friend of Hovey 

Please send to: 

Babcock-Hovey Capital Campaign 

Seneca Waterways Council, BSA  

2320 Brighton Henrietta TL Rd, 

Rochester, NY  14623 



Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association  
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________ 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________ 

Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!) 

 

____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site. 
 

Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association, 

and in good standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council. 

Current Camp Staff may join at the age of 18. 

 

Type of membership (choose one):  

_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1-year membership June 1-May 31 of the following year)  

_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership  

_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project  
Total Donation $ _______________ 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00) 
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 

 

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year 

on May 31st. New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.  
 

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:  

Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156 

Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net 
 

Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names) 

that you know for other past staff members.  
 

Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  
 

Exp. Date__________ CVC #__________Signature of card holder________________________________  

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
mailto:hroenke@verizon.net


Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association 

7294 County Road #132 

Ovid, NY 14521 
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