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Greetings from Your Alumni Association 
SPRING! As we start the new camping season, we welcome you to join us for a number 
of activities that we are planning at camp for this year. Two very important dates coming 
up are the Raccoon Work Weekend and the Alumni Association Annual Meeting. 
 
We really need your help Raccoon Work Weekend June 15, 2019. Our Camp Ranger, 
Kyle Bunce, cannot get camp prepared for the summer camping season with out a lot of 
help. Come on down and lend a hand and get a free lunch. You can also camp free for 
the weekend. WHAT A DEAL! Please let Matt Crance know by June 1st of your plans. 
 
Our next big event is the Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Annual meeting on June 29, 
2019. What an opportunity to join your fellow Alumni Members to renew friendships and 
rehash those good times you had at camp. This is also your opportunity to tour camp and 
review the improvements that have been accomplished as the result of your Alumni 
Association funds. And guess what? You are going to receive another free lunch. Bring 
your family and camp for the weekend for free Friday and/or Saturday evening. Right after 
lunch the annual Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association business meeting will be held to 
review the past year activities, plan for the upcoming year and elect the Babcock-Hovey 
Alumni Association Executive Committee.   
 
In addition, we will also be honoring the newest members of the 50 Year Club at Camp. 
They are Dave Bush and George Payne. Please plan to attend so we can recognize these 
Scouters who have attained this milestone. Please let Matt Crance know by June 15th if 



you will be there so we can make sure we prepare sufficient food for lunch. 
 

Alumni Association Treasurer Report 
The financial position of the Alumni Association continues to be strong thanks to the 

support of our members. The Square Foot Fund as of April 1st has increased to 

$15,250.80 after a significant donation. The Alumni funds balance is $4,783.59 after we 

released $3000.00 for the funding of stone and cloth to be placed under the new pavilions 

at camp. Our Alumni membership continues to grow and is currently 79 lifetime and 15 

year to year members. Please reach out to all Scouters 21 years or older, who have 

worked as a summer camp staff member or who have attended Camp Babcock-Hovey 

as an adult and extend an invitation to join the Alumni. An Alumni Association Membership 

Application is included in this newsletter. 

 
Save The Dates 
May 17-19, 2019 – Order of the Arrow Induction Weekend 
June 14-16, 2019 – Raccoon Work Weekend at Camp 
June 28, 2019 – Vigil Weekend Order of the Arrow 
June 29, 2019 – Alumni Association Annual Meeting  
October 25 - 27, 2019 - 21st Challenge Trophy Camporee 
 

Pool Shower House Update 
The Capital Campaign Committee, under the leadership of Bob Oaks, continues to secure 
funding for the pool shower house. We currently have received pledges and funding of 
over $32,600. We have also received “In Kind” donations of over $15,400 for a total of 
over $48,000. A big $60,000 donation is currently in the works but that leaves us still 
about $30,000 from our fundraising goal. We are still soliciting donations from the 
community but have a long way to go and hope to reach our goal shortly. The original 
plan was to have the shower house completed for the 2019 camping season. 
Unfortunately, we will not meet this goal. In the revised plan we will start the project at the 
end of the 2019 summer camping season. Again the Executive Committee of the Alumni 
Association would like to thank those members who have made a donation and 
encourage everyone else to please consider making a donation to this project. 

 



Properties Update 
Under the leadership of Matt Crance, the Properties Committee and helpers continue to 
make improvements at camp. They recently upgraded the rear roof headers on the OA 
Stage to ensure that the roof supports will meet the snow load requirements. Over the 
Winter they have been upgrading the existing shelters in camp to meet the new building 
codes and have repaired many picnic tables in camp. In addition, they are adding 7 new 
shelters in camp in the following locations, one in Algonquin, one in Mohican, two in 
Delaware, one in Seneca, one in Cherokee, and a teaching shelter at the BB Gun Range. 
The Camp goal is to have two shelters in each campsite. After 2019 we will only be 4 
shelters short of this goal with only 1 shelter left to go in each of the Lean-To sites. 
 
During the 2018 camping season leaders and youth completed a survey giving their views 
on what they liked or did not like about their camping experience at Camp Babcock Hovey. 
You can review the completed survey at www.bhalum.org on the “Home” page. In this 
report you will find the detailed results of surveys conducted at Camp Babcock-Hovey 
during 2018 to provide us an idea of what areas of camp we need to focus on in the next 
ten to twenty years to continue to provide a great camping experience. You will also find 
our current long-range plan, which still aligns with the results of these surveys.  
 

2019 RACCOON WORK WEEKEND PROJECTS 

- Complete metal roofing on all 7 shelters. 

- Add gravel to under all shelters (tractor) 

- Clean up sticks at Lakefront (Good cub Scout Project) 

- Finish setting up Algonquin Campsite 

- Build 5 Tent platforms for Oneida Campsite. 

- Build additional GAGA Ball pit 

- Build Course for Human Billards 

- Pick up sticks from Lawns in Campsite (Good Cub Scout Project) 

- Empty all firepit around camp (Good Cub Scout Project) 

- Repair any broken tent platforms around camp 

- Add flaps to Lean-to’s that currently do not have flaps 

Now Accepting 2018-2019 Membership Applications 

We have a total of 76 lifetime members and 12 regular members for the 2018-2019-
membership year. This is the largest the Alumni Association has ever been and we 
continue to grow. The Alumni Association funnels our membership fees directly back into 
Camp Babcock-Hovey through projects and program supplies. Every year members 
receive several cool newsletters, get to attend Alumni Day for Free, receive invites to a 
Winter Gathering, and usually a small gift from the Alumni Association in token of our 
appreciation. Please note that regular memberships expire each year on May 31st (just 
before Raccoon Work Weekend). New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st 
of the following year. Please send in your 2019-2020 membership forms today! 

https://bhalum.files.wordpress.com/2019/02/cbh-2018-strategic-plan-distribution-version.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2Et_vKKJGBEaKc1eDEin5_6nmOGbPoJB9OTSPJxoIbQBu_wCnHU6rmYMw
http://www.bhalum.org/


Program Update  

Over the last few years Camp 

Babcock-Hovey has been 

working on expanding the 

programs that we offer outside of 

summer camp. That started with 

the Webelosree back when we 

were part of Finger Lakes 

Council and the 

Challenge Trophy 

Camporee soon after the 

change to Seneca 

Waterways Council. It 

has now expanded to 

three other events: the 

Orienteering Challenge; 

Top Shot Challenge; and 

Scoops’ Chess 

Challenge. We had over 200 total 

participants in these three programs this 

year.  

Many thanks to the volunteers that have 

helped to make these programs happen!  

We would like to add another spring 

event (maybe a Cub Challenge of sorts) 

to round out our schedule. Of 

course, we would love to add 

even more but don’t have 

sufficient space for winter events 

outside of Eagle Lodge.  

Our current long-range plans do 

call for insulating the Dining Hall 

at some point in the future to help 

extend the program elements we 

can offer. 

 



Scouters Gone Home 

For many generations before ours, trail markers were used to safely 

guide travelers in the right direction while on the trail. One had to keep 

a keen eye, as trail markers could be many things; arranged stones, 

sticks or grass, plumes of wood smoke or carved markers in trees. 

There is one symbol that is universal. A dot surrounded by a larger 

circle.......This trail marker means "End of Trail--Gone Home" 

Some feel life itself is best described as a trail, for it has a beginning, and end, and many 

turns and bends along the way.....Life is funny in that way. This section is dedicated to 

those Members of our Group who have reached the end of their trail, and have gone 

home. 

Thomas H. Van Griethuysen - Former District Executive 

and Camp Director. Creator of the Finger Lakes Council 

Camper Patch. 

Howard Scutt - Past president of FLC and a Silver Beaver 

Recipient.  

Lyman Spire King - Former Camp Staff at Waterfront 

 

Council Recognition Dinner News 

Mark Crane, founder and president of Mark’s Pizzeria, received the North Star Award. 

The North Star Award is a High-level award presented by councils on the behalf of the 

National Court of Honor for 

nonregistered volunteers who have 

made a significant contribution to 

Scouting; on same level as the 

Silver Beaver Award, which is for 

registered volunteers. Mark was 

instrumental in improving the main 

road roadway access to Camp 

Babcock-Hovey in 2006. In addition, 

he has in recent years contributed to 

the “Camp Card” Program at the 

council level though Coupon 

Discounts to Mark’s Pizzeria among 

other community activities. 



David Hackett was presented the Cannon Award. The Cannon Award is presented to 

recognize volunteers that have provided significant support to our camps and camping 

programs. David J Hackett has been involved with Scouting since 1988 when he first 

started scouting as a Den Leader with Pack 166 out of Macedon which is charted to 

American Legion Post #494. Following Cub Scouts, Dave graduated with his son into 

Troop 166. Woodbadge trained in 1992, Order of the Arrow Vigil Member in 1995, Iroquois 

District Award of Merit in 1996, and Silver Beaver Award in 1996 are some of the 

highlights of Dave’s Scouting trail. Dave is on of the hardest, most dedicated volunteers 

Camp Babcock-Hovey has been blessed with. His vast Electrical Knowledge and 

experience has been extremely valuable to the camp’s facilities. His knowledge and skills 

expands past electrical too. Together with his partner in crime “Noel Kessler” he has done 

much to improve the facilities at Camp Babcock-Hovey. 

Camp Babcock-Hovey would like to thank Dave and present 

him with this Cannon Award.  

District Award of Merit – Shauna Gagnon, Jennifer 

Clancy, Liane Richardson. 

Veteran Scouter Awards 

25 years - Jason Haag, Richard Nardone, Martha Wheeler 

30 years - Robert Quinn 

40 years - Frank Halstead, William Garman 

45 years – Doug Luke 

55 years - Fred Schúhle 

55 years - Steven Wheeler 

65 years - James Waldorf 

80 years - Thomas H. Van Griethuysen (posthumous) 

 
2018-2019 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Executive Committee 

▪ President – Alexander Peck   alexanderpeck417@gmail.com 
▪ Vice President – Bill Lawrence   billLawrence@fltg.net; 
▪ Secretary – Vic Lonsberry    vic_lonsberry@roadrunner.com  
▪ Treasurer – Hank Roenke     hroenke@verizon.net 
▪ Social Director – Justin Kuczma   jmkuczma@yahoo.com 
▪ Member at Large – Matthew Crance   matthewcrance@gmail.com 
▪ Member at Large – Bob Purvis   repurvis@aol.com  
▪ Member at Large – Izzy Keyes   isakeyes@gmail.com  
▪ Member at Large – Jason Mellen   jason.mellen@gmail.com  
▪ Immediate Past President – Jay Laitenberger jlaitenberger@gmail.com  

 
Don’t forget to visit our website at www.BHalum.org 

mailto:alexanderpeck417@gmail.com
mailto:billLawrence@fltg.net;
mailto:vic_lonsberry@roadrunner.com
mailto:hroenke@verizon.net
mailto:jmkuczma@yahoo.com
mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
mailto:repurvis@aol.com
mailto:isakeyes@gmail.com
mailto:jason.mellen@gmail.com
mailto:jlaitenberger@gmail.com
http://www.bhalum.org/


KIDS PAGE (there is still some Kid left in us all!) 

CAN YOU FIND YOUR SUMMER CAMPSITE BELOW??? 

Tuscarora 

Cayuga 

Mohawk 

Onondaga 

Algonquin 

Seneca 

Lamoka 

Delaware 

Mohican 

Oneida 

Cherokee 

Bonus - Can you find the four outpost campsites? Hint – use the camp map! 

 

 

  

N H D E P Z Q G D Q G B N D Z N Q Y T  

H X P W F H G A K O M A L R X P X S J  

V J D N G C Q K R V D R R A Y J O L Q  

E L A T S U K U F S R B G E H P E J M  

E C H M A G A D N O N O A B T I C E P  

K B A D E N P O W E L L O U T P O S T  

O A J Y Z S Y E G S K Q O O N W V M R  

R U D J U S E Z R R R N J A F L G O D  

E Z J I E G B W D A O U C T U W A H F  

H Q R N E S A T E T W I H X T L A A Y  

C M E W O N Y U E S H A U E G D Z W Q  

W C L Y E E O S I O T O L O C J Y K D  

A H M S Q M T C M W Y J N E E I B D K  

R G F K A T M A K W G Q L K D V D W J  

X F Y M S Q E R Y C U E M T G O W I H  

D H Z E V E P O Y I J P J T A A Q F K  

O T N E A M U R N Y P T M N Y R L F G  

J R U V T W K A O U T P O S T Z E N E  

E W M J V N A M K I G L F G S Q A A T 

Connect the dots and 

help us color this 

picture. Upload to the 

Alumni Facebook 

Group for a Prize! 



Alumni Spotlight   

Matt Conroy is a former camp staff member. His Camp 

Staff Name was Otis. From his Website “Matt is the contemporary 

pioneer of "Genesee Country," an assorted blend of new-age 

Americana storytelling with traditional Country anthems and 

ballads. The name derives from the ageless Genesee River that 

runs through Western New York, which fostered Conroy's creative 

spirit from a young age. He has worked arduously to craft a widely-

appealing sub-genre that draws on 21st century themes, while still 

maintaining the historic poise that makes Country Music 

exceptional. 

Born in Rochester, Conroy grew up in the small town of Wheatland, south of the 

city. He began writing songs in his junior year at Niagara University, and won his first 

accolade in his senior year at the school's bi-annual musicians' competition. From there, 

Matt spent a summer traveling the United States before commissioning as an Airborne 

Field Artillery Officer in the US Army. 

At his first duty station just outside Anchorage, Alaska, his creative spirit flourished 

among the frigid winters and fantastic summers as he began writing and performing 

locally. On his 26th birthday, in September 2017, Conroy deployed to Afghanistan in 

support of Operation Resolute Support. Over the course of the next year, Conroy would 

earn a Bronze Star for his efforts with the Afghan National Army and write his first album 

– to be produced upon his return to Alaska. After much deliberation with himself, Conroy 

realized that he didn't have a desire to spend the rest of his life in a typical career path. 

He longed for a life of independence and inspiration, and in 2018 he made the decision 

to step away from the Army to focus on music. Since then, he has been a champion of 

independent music and autonomy as a whole - financially, politically, and spiritually.  

 Conroy's debut work, "Ever Higher" released one day after his discharge from the 

Army. Centered around the concepts of personal and collective growth, It has been 

lauded by fans for bringing a "fresh, yet nostalgic" feeling into the Country 

Music arena.  

His songs have been compared to “the folksy sound of John 

Denver, with the lyrical focus of James Taylor.” His decision to be bold 

enough to record a Traditional Country cover of an Ozzy Osbourne 

classic is indicative of his audacious artistic drive. In spite of that, songs 

like “Genesee” continually maintain the simplest of Americana ideals: 

sometimes, one’s greatest problems can be solved simply with a visit 

home. Matt currently resides in Charlotte, North Carolina with his fiancée, 

Angela, and his dogs, Chief and Dolly.”  

For more information and a free CD see www.mattconroy.site  

http://www.mattconroy.site/


Alumni Spotlight   

Caleb Cotter and his Brother Naphtali J. Cotter 

(Tali) are long time camp staff members for Camp 

ONSEYAWA. Camp ONSEYAWA is supported by 

funds raised by 23 Rotary Clubs covering a four-

county area in New York State. Clubs from Ontario, 

Seneca, Yates and Wayne counties conduct annual 

fund-raising events so that these children can attend 

camp with no cost to their family. Camp ONSEYAWA 

gets it's name from the first two letters of the name of 

each county. Camp ONSEYAWA takes places at Camp 

Babcock-Hovey during the last two full weeks of August 

excluding Labor Day weekend. Caleb and his other brother 

Andrew have spent many hours researching and 

developing a podcast revolving around the history of the 

Iroquois Indians.  

"Iroquois History & Legends" is hosted by Andrew 

and Caleb Cotter, brothers from Canandaigua, New York 

with an affection for history.  Growing up they both had a 

fondness for Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) stories and fables. 

After doing a lot of reading on early American and 

Canadian history they found that the Haudenosaunee were 

at the center of it all and yet school text books leave their 

contributions out almost completely. Therefore, Andrew and Caleb began this podcast to 

show how the Six Nations were in the mix and influenced almost all major events in the 

17th, and 18th centuries.” 

“Iroquois History & Legends is a podcast dedicated to 

the history, culture and tales of the Haudenosaunee. An 

alliance made up of the Mohawk, Oneida, Onondaga, 

Cayuga, Seneca and Tuscarora peoples. They were a North 

American Super Power negotiating with the Dutch, Great 

Britain, the French Empire, and others.  They used tact and 

diplomacy, they played the game well against the colonial 

powers. Their centuries old systems of representative 

councils leaves a footprint that shaped the current United States.  Their empowerment of 

female leaders sowed the seeds of Women's Suffrage.  Their history is tragic but proud.  

Their stories are entertaining but hold morals that people of all ages can relate to. Who 

are they?” 

They are the People of the Longhouse 
www.facebook.com/PeopleOfTheLonghouse/ OR www.longhousepodcast.com 

http://www.facebook.com/PeopleOfTheLonghouse/
http://www.longhousepodcast.com/


 
Camp Babcock-Hovey – Capital Campaign Pledge Form 

____  Yes, you can count on me to make a gift to the Seneca Waterways Council, investing in the capital 

improvements for Camp Babcock-Hovey. My gift will provide the resources to purchase, build and endow a shower 

facility and other approved capital projects and endowment support for Camp Babcock-Hovey approved by the 

Executive Board of the Seneca Waterways Council. 

I understand that a portion of this gift may be made to the Permanently Restricted Endowment Fund of the Seneca 

Waterways Council, Boy Scouts of America. The gift will be held under the provisions set forth in the New York 

Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act. 

 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

GIVING FREQUENCY 
_____  One-time payment    _____ Please divide my gift payable over ______ years   (up to 3 years) 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
____ Cash / Check Enclosed    ____ Bill Me 
          (payable to Seneca Waterways Council, BSA) 

____ Please send me information on  ____ I would like to arrange an IRA rollover paying with Stock. 

IN-KIND SUPPORT 

If you are a construction professional looking to donate materials and/or labor, you help would make a significant 

impact with this project. Please contact Kyle Bunce, Camp ranger at kyle.bunce@scouting.org or 315-521-2544. 

DONOR INFORMATION 

Name of Donor  _______________________________________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________________________ 

City/ST/Zip  ___________________________ ST _____________Zip _________ 

Phone   _______________________________________________________ 

Email   _______________________________________________________ 

                # 2-4501-049-91 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 
$ 55,000             Named Shower House Sponsor 

 $ 10,000              Shower Stall Sponsor (8) 
 

GIVING LEVELS 
$ 25,000   Babcock Benefactor Level 
$ 5,000  Service Level 
$ 1,000  Gold Sponsor 
$ 500  Silver Sponsor 
$ 100  Bronze Sponsor 
$ 50  Friend of Hovey 

Please send to: 

Babcock-Hovey Capital Campaign 

Seneca Waterways Council, BSA  

2320 Brighton Henrietta TL Rd, 

Rochester, NY  14623 

mailto:kyle.bunce@scouting.org


Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association  
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________ 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________ 

Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!) 

 

____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site. 
 

Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association, 

and in good standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council. 

Current Camp Staff may join at the age of 18. 

 

Type of membership (choose one):  

_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1 year membership June 1-May 31 of the following year)  

_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership  

_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project  
Total Donation $ _______________ 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00) 
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 

 

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year 

on May 31st. New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.  
 

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:  

Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156 

Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net 

Alexander Peck at alexanderpeck417@gmail.com  or 315-744-3709  
 

Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names) 

that you know for other past staff members.  
 

Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  
 

Exp. Date__________ CVC #__________Signature of card holder________________________________ 

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
mailto:hroenke@verizon.net
mailto:alexanderpeck417@gmail.com


Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association 

7294 County Road #132 

Ovid, NY 14521 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What kind of car does a raccoon drive? 

 

Anwser: A Furr-ari  

POSTAGE 


