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Greetings from Your Alumni Association 
Happy New Year!  We hope that you and your family have a prosperous and healthy 2019.  We hope 

to see you all at Camp at some point this year, it is always great to see old friends! 

 

Gone Home 
We are saddened to report the passing of two of our alumni 

members, Jerry Strong and Dave Cheney.   

 

Jerry “Curly” Strong 

 

Gerald C. Strong, age 79, died on Friday December 21, 

2018 at his home.  A Funeral Service was held at the 

Kenneth J. Perkins Funeral Home in Gorham, NY on 

December 23, 2018.  Jerry was interred in the Holy 

Sepulchre Cemetery, Bath, NY. 

Jerry was a member of the Benton Fire Company, and a former member of the Penn Yan Area 

Ambulance Corps and the Rushville Masonic Lodge #377. He was a N.R.A. Certified Rifle Instructor. 

Jerry was also a member of the NYS Retired Teachers’ Association.  Jerry was active with the Boy 

Scouts.  He had been a Scout Leader and served on the Council.  He had received the Silver Beaver 

Award, an adult award for service rendered. Jerry was a Lifetime Member of the Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association and was in both the 25- and 50-year clubs. 

Jerry is survived by one daughter, Sueann Strong; one son, Roger (Suzanne) Strong; three 

grandchildren, Gavin, Nolan and Jaden Strong; one sister, Gail Waydelis; one brother, David 

(Joanne) Burley; several nieces and nephews; and special friend, Linda Turner. Jerry’s wife, Marion, 

passed away in 2009. 

 



Remembering a Scouting Friend - by Eric Falkman 

Jerry Strong, one of our most dedicated Scouters, passed 

away on December 21, 2018.  I had the pleasure of 

working with Jerry for twenty years as members of the 

summer Camp staff at Camp Babcock-Hovey.  In 1994 

Jerry, myself, and Gene Bavis went to National Camping 

School together in preparation of taking on staff positions 

at Hovey.  Gene was beginning his time as Camp 

director.  I was the new program director and Jerry was 

the incoming shooting sports director.  As a new program director, I had plenty of things to be 

focused on in making sure the Scouts and unit leaders would have a great summer.  One area I 

knew I didn’t have to worry about in terms of the quality of the program was the shooting sports 

area.  Jerry brought a wealth of knowledge and skill to his leadership of those areas.  He ensured 

the Scouts had a safe, enjoyable, and for the majority, successful experience.  After my stint as 

program director and a couple of years helping the ranger I moved into the shooting sports area.  

Jerry was an outstanding mentor in helping me improve my knowledge of the various shooting 

sports disciplines.  This helped me better support the Scouts 

and Scouters who visited our areas.  We worked together for 

fifteen years providing the best shooting sports experience for 

Scouts and Scouters who came to Hovey.  Jerry was also a 

strong supporter of the national programs by volunteering to 

serve as a staff member for five National Boy Scout Jamborees.  

Jerry was a dedicated volunteer with Troop 63 in Gorham 

serving on the Troop Committee for 35 years.  He also served 

as Scoutmaster of the troop for a short time and was always 

ready to assist in all of the troop activities.  Besides Jerry’s 

commitment to Scouting he was also a volunteer with the Penn 

Yan ambulance corps.  His service to Scouting and his 

community is a model for all.  Rest easy my friend. 

David A. Cheney 

David Cheney entered into rest on December 26, 2018 at the age 

of 55. He is predeceased by his sister, Cindy; and brother, Donny.  

Survived by his loving wife of 10 years, Irene; children, David L. (Nicole), 

Jen (Mike) Laski, and Justin Brown; granddaughters, Emma and Sophia 

Cheney; parents, Watson (Joyce) Cheney; brother, Todd (Sonya) 

Cheney; several aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and friends. 

David was a former employee of J.L. Hammett and 

School Specialty was currently employed at Seneca Waterways Council. 

He is a member of Marion Ambulance and Fire Department.  Dave 

served as Den Leader for Marion Cub Scout Pack and former Scout 

Master of Troop 227, Lyons N.Y.  As an employee of the council Dave 

served as District Executive for the Seneca District and was Camp 

Director for both Camp Massawepie and Cutler Cub Adventure Camp.  

Dave completed his Woodbage Ticket from course NE-III-160 in August 2004 as an Antelope.  Dave 

also served as a Course Director for course NE3-397-14 in 2014.  He was an avid fan of Rochester 

Red Wings, and Houston Astros.  A “Celebration of Life” will be held in the spring. 



Remembering a Scouting Friend - by Edwin Theetge 

On December 26, 2018, I lost a dear friend. Dave 

Cheney lost his fight with cancer and joined the Great 

Master of all Scouts in Heaven. I first met Dave during 

my time as Camp Director of Babcock-Hovey when he 

brought Troop 227 to camp for the summer. He was a 

fine Scoutmaster and oversaw a wonderful group of 

Scouts. His Troop was a pleasure to have in camp each 

summer.  

The next time I got to know Dave was during my 

Wood Badge course NE-111-175, and at the time I did 

not know that he and I would see more and more of each 

other. We attended Powder Horn together where we 

both tried to kill a poor horse. Part of Powder Horn is to 

try new things that are kind of in the high adventure 

realm. One of the days we went to a horse ranch where 

everyone was to take turns riding horses to get the feel 

for a riding program for scouts. Now if you didn’t know Dave at the time, he was at least six foot and 

over 300 lbs. Dave was in the group before me and the instructor sent Dave to this horse that looked 

like it was 100 years old and it’s back was so swayed it looked like a U. When he got on it the horse 

looked like it spread its legs apart and said, “what the”. Well they went for a short ride and when 

they came back it was my turn. Now if you don’t know me, I am 6’4” and 285 lbs. the instructor sent 

me to the same horse and Dave saw me walking to the horse and called out to the instructor “are 

you trying to kill that horse”. It was very funny, and I will remember that day forever.  

Shortly after that day I became a Professional scout and I had the pleasure to have Dave as 

one of my volunteers. He was a dedicated volunteer who was always willing to help and was a great 

asset to me and the District. But, one year after I became his DE, he did the unthinkable and became 

a Professional scout as well. Now I had the great experience of working day in and day with Dave 

and having him as brother in arms. I eventually was promoted, and Dave was part of my team and 

working with him and having him as my back-up when it came to leading the team helped me learn 

a lot as a leader. Dave was a huge Star Trek fan and I would often say “Number one you have the 

bridge” whenever he had a presentation for the team, or I went on vacation. 

The highlight of my time with Dave was when he asked me to be on staff for the Wood Badge 

course that he was Scoutmaster for. This meant a lot to me and I enjoyed every minute of that course 

so much more than when I was a participant. I made friends that I am still very close to and grew 

closer to people I was already friends with. I would never have done that if it was not for Dave.  

Dave and his wife Irene became good friends with my wife Chandra as well. We had some 

much in common that we could just relax and enjoy good friends. I could write several more 

paragraphs about Dave and about how great he was. But, the one thing I want everyone to know 

about Dave Cheney is this. Dave may be gone but he was one of the few people in this world, that 

always made you want to be a better person no matter who you were. I really miss him, and I can 

only hope to be as good a man as he was. Good Bye my friend, and I will see you around the 

Campfire someday.  

 



Alumni Association Treasurer Report by Hank Roenke 
The financial position of the Alumni Association continues to be strong thanks to the support 

of our members.  The Square Foot Fund is at $14,250.80.  Campsite Improvement is still at $10,000 

thanks to a donation from an Alumni member.  The Alumni funds are $8,393.09 on December 31, 

2018.  Our current membership is 76 lifetime and 12 year to year.  Please reach out to all Scouters 

21 years or older, who have worked as a summer Camp staff member or who have attended Camp 

Babcock-Hovey as an adult and extend an invitation to join the Alumni.  An Alumni Association 

Membership Application is included in this newsletter. If you are already a member give it to a 

friend! 

 

Save The Dates by Alexander Peck 
February 16, 2019 – Winter Raccoon Work Day at Camp 

March 9th – Alumni Event at Roseland Bowl 

(Join us for Bowling and Fun and Games, free if you preregister, small fee for walk-ins) 

April 6, 2019 – Spring Raccoon Work Day at Camp and Scoops’ Chess Challenge 

April 13, 2019 – Top Shot Challenge  

June 15, 2019 – Raccoon Work Weekend at Camp 

June 2019 – Alumni Association Annual Meeting  

October 25 - 27, 2019 - 21st Challenge Trophy Camporee 
 

We welcome all Alumni Members to join us during Work Days to ensure that the Camp is in 

tip-top shape.  Come on down and enjoy some quality time with other Alumni Members and get a 

free lunch in the process.  Just let Matt Crance know so he can ensure we have enough food for 

everyone.  Please remember that all volunteers who work at Camp must be currently registered 

with the Boy Scouts for insurance reasons. 

 

Pool Shower House Update by Victor Lonsberry 
The Capital Campaign Committee, under the leadership of Bob Oaks, is securing funding 

for the pool shower house and is well underway with plans for a reception to recruit additional 

committee members and obtain donations for this project.  This reception is scheduled for February 

7, 2019 The Belhurst Castle on Route 14 in Geneva, NY. 

We are pleased to report that the Alumni members have been very supportive of this project 

with pledges and donations to date of $23,171.  The Alumni Committee would like to thank all of the 

members who have been so generous with their support of this project.  While we are making 

progress, we are still a long way from our goal of $150,000.  If you have not made a donation, please 

consider supporting this important project.  We are not concerned by the amount you are able to 

donate as every dollar counts.  Attach below is the pledge form for your use.  

 



Annual Report of Camp by Matthew Crance                                           

2018 came and went like a blink of eye for me and for 

Camp it seems. We had an action-packed year. We 

started out in January by hosting the Mohawk District 

Klondike Derby with Troop 74. There wasn’t as much 

snow as we had hoped for, but it was a great weekend. 

In February we had a successful work weekend where 

we remodeled the Annex Bathrooms, rebuilt many 

picnic tables and started to replace the Campsite 

welcome signs. In April we got to host the second annual Top Shot Challenge with resounding 

success. Thank you to Eric Falkman and his crew for making it happen. In April we also hosted the 

first annual Scoops’ Chess Challenge. FYI myself “Pawn” and Scoops 

played a game to see who would host the 2019 tournament. Scoops’ won 

hands down, so look out for this event again in 2019! In April we also had 

our spring work weekend where many Properties Committee Members 

and Alumni helped to start building fences along some of the steeper 

ravines in Camp near Campsites. They were designed with a snake rail 

design and I think they turned out very nice. In May we learned that our 

former Camp Director Jay Laitenberger would be awarded a Silver 

Beaver. Jay is a longtime Camp Staff member and supporter of Camp. 

Congratulations once again my friend! In May we also had the 

opportunity to host the Area 3 Venturing eVENT. The theme was “Dare 

To Be Scared”. For those of you that don’t know the eVENT is like the Order of the Arrow Conclave 

but for Venturing. In May the Patrol Cabins also received nice new metal roofs installed by Zook’s 

Construction. Events started picking up in June as 

per usually. We had FLCC fisheries field assessment 

class coming in and “Shock” Poolers pond to do a 

fish inventory. Our Largemouth Bass and Bluegills 

are growing and reproducing successfully. Thanks 

to Hank for Making this happen! Talking about Hank, 

well he is still Hank and does what a Hank does… 

Troop 25 and Jake Clancy (An Alumni Lifetime 

Member) came out and helped to install a snake rail 

fence in Cayuga Campsite (finished by Troop 78 during the summer). As per normally the Spring 

Inductions Weekend (OA Ordeal) was held at Camp Babcock-Hovey. Tents and Canopies were set 

up along with many axillary projects. Such as painting the new Campsite signs, painting fire 

buckets and install new bollards at the BBQ Pit. Big 

Thank you to the Troops that came out for our annual 

Raccoon Work Weekend which was Troop and Pack 29, 

Troop 1, Troop 2, Troop 3, Troop 4, Troop 37, Troop 40, 

Troop 43, Troop 327, Troop 350 and Troop 57 from PA!  

We got many projects complete including repainting 

the Meter House at the main entrance, staining 

benches, painting new chess boards on the stage, 



cleaned up the lakefront, install a new culvert at Lakefront (more 

on that latter), cleaned latrines and many many other projects. 

Thanks to the Alumni Association we got a new giant Camp map 

donated which is located near the Camp Trading Post. The theme 

for Boy Scout summer Camp was Hovey’s Heroes “Scouting’s 

Greatest Characters. We had a new Camp director (Liane 

“Houston” Richardson) and Program Director (Isaiah “Izzy” 

Keyes). They teamed up to provide us an awesome summer 

Camp. We had 612 youth go through the boy scout program and 

another 116 youth attend 

expedition Camp which included Eagle Flight, Cross 

Country Camp, Exploring First Responder Camp. As per 

normal we received national accreditation for our 

summer Camp program. I almost forgot, thanks to Jay 

Laitenberger we got a new robot at the Pool to help keep 

it clean! Also, Camp Hammocks somehow became a thing 

this year thanks to Jason Mellen. I hope he plans on coming up with 

more great ideas for the Trading Post. We had new leadership for 

Cub Resident Camp also. Mark McCullough moved from the Camp 

Director Position to the Program Director Position with Guido 

Dimatteo stepping up to the Camp Director Position. The theme for 

the year was Mid-Evil Times which is always a blast. 155 cub Scouts 

and the parents went through the program this year. The council 

executive board visited Camp during Cub Resident Camp this year 

and was put to the test by Nathanial “Blazer” Bauder. Staff members 

from Camp Onseyawa also helped us finish the fence install in 

Algonquin Campsite (reopening in 2019). Talking about Rotary 

Camp Onseyawa, they once again hosted a Camp for handicapped 

individuals from the four-county area of ONtario, SEneca, YAtes, and 

WAyne counties. 104 Campers enjoyed 2 weeks of summer Camp 

during Camp Onseyawa. During Camp Onseyawa we also had an 

historic weather event. Over 5” of rain fell in over a 24-hour period. 

This caused major flooding south of Camp. However, Camp was 

spared the devastation seen south of us. Luckily, we had installed a 

new larger culvert at the lakefront which handled the increased water 

flow incredibly well. In September we held our second annual 

Orienteering Challenge with 

increased attendance from the year 

before. In September we had our first 

ATV rental and course (outside of 

summer Camp and planned 

weekends). Guido stepped up again and ran a wonderful 

Weblosree to kick off October. The CTC helped us again this fall 

with additional money for gravel at Camp that we used to gravel 



from Scoutcraft to Archery.  Doug Reynolds and his crew did another great job at the Challenge 

Trophy Camporee. We had over 2,000 in attendance even though it was very wet and muddy. Alex 

“Scoops’ Peck did an awesome job at the trading post were the Alumni Associations largest 

fundraiser of the year. They sold many items and rice krispies treats as 

big as his face. Bill Tilley and many Camp staff and alumni also helped 

tremendously with this fundraiser. Jim Spawton helped us develop a 

new 5-year Camp Strategic Plan. It can be viewed on the Alumni 

Website. In November we had our fall work weekend where we started 

work on several Campsite shelters around Camp. The $10,000 to install 

these shelters was donated by a very generous Lifetime Alumni 

Member “In Memory of Robert B. Clifton, Camp Director 1961-1965”. 

Thanks to that Alumni Member and the Properties Committee Members 

and Onseyawa staff that helped us start installing these shelters in the 

fall. In December we closed out 

the year by installing new bunks 

in the main bunk room of Eagle Lodge. We even installed 

stairs to the top bunks as opposed to ladders. Victor 

Lonsberry has also been working hard behind the scenes on 

a new Showerhouse for Camp. It was a very jam-packed 

year! Thank you to everyone that helped make Camp great 

this year. Let’s make 2019 even better! 

 

2018-2019 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association 

Executive Committee 
▪ President – Alexander Peck   alexanderpeck417@gmail.com 

▪ Vice President – Bill Lawrence   BillL@OTTCMAIL.com 

▪ Secretary – Vic Lonsberry    vic_lonsberry@roadrunner.com  

▪ Treasurer – Hank Roenke     hroenke@verizon.net 

▪ Social Director – Justin Kuczma   jmkuczma@yahoo.com 

▪ Member at Large – Matthew Crance   matthewcrance@gmail.com 

▪ Member at Large – Bob Purvis   repurvis@aol.com  

▪ Member at Large – Izzy Keyes   isakeyes@gmail.com  

▪ Member at Large – Jason Mellen   jason.mellen@gmail.com  

▪ Immediate Past President –   jlaitenberger@gmail.com  

Don’t forget to visit our website at www.BHalum.org 
 

Now Accepting 2018-2019 Membership Applications 
We have a total of 76 lifetime members and 12 regular members for the 2018-2019-membership 

year. This is the largest the Alumni Association has ever been, and we continue to grow.  The Alumni 

Association funnels our membership fees directly back into Camp Babcock-Hovey through 

projects and program supplies. Every year members receive several cool newsletters, get to 

attend Alumni Day for Free, receive invites to a Winter Gathering, and usually a small gift from the 

Alumni Association in token of our appreciation. Please note that regular memberships expire each 

year on May 31st (just before Raccoon Work Weekend). New memberships after March 1 run 

through May 31st of the following year. Please send in your 2018-2019 membership forms today! IF 

You would like to go green and just receive a digital copy please just let any board member know 

and we will make the change! 

mailto:alexanderpeck417@gmail.com
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Camp Babcock-Hovey – Capital Campaign Pledge Form 

____  Yes, you can count on me to make a gift to the Seneca Waterways Council, investing in the capital improvements for 

Camp Babcock-Hovey. My gift will provide the resources to purchase, build and endow a shower facility and other approved capital 

projects and endowment support for Camp Babcock-Hovey approved by the Executive Board of the Seneca Waterways Council. 

 

I understand that a portion of this gift may be made to the Permanently Restricted Endowment Fund of the Seneca Waterways 

Council, Boy Scouts of America. The gift will be held under the provisions set forth in the New York Prudent Management of 

Institutional Funds Act. 

 

Signature: _________________________________________________________ 

GIVING FREQUENCY 
_____  One-time payment     _____ Please divide my gift payable over ______ years   (up to 3 years) 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
____ Cash / Check Enclosed     ____ Bill Me 
          (payable to Seneca Waterways Council, BSA) 

____ Please send me information on    ____ I would like to arrange an IRA rollover 

          paying with Stock. 

IN-KIND SUPPORT 

If you are a construction professional looking to donate materials and/or labor, you help would make a significant impact with this 

project. Please contact Kyle Bunce, Camp ranger at kyle.bunce@scouting.org or 315-521-2544. 

DONOR INFORMATION 

Name of Donor  _______________________________________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________________________ 

City/ST/Zip  ___________________________ ST _____________Zip _________ 

Phone   _______________________________________________________ 

Email   _______________________________________________________ 

                # 2-4501-049-91 

  

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

$ 55,000             Named Shower House Sponsor 

 $ 10,000              Shower Stall Sponsor (8) 

 

GIVING LEVELS 

$ 25,000   Babcock Benefactor Level 

$ 5,000  Service Level 

$ 1,000  Gold Sponsor 

$ 500  Silver Sponsor 

$ 100  Bronze Sponsor 

$ 50  Friend of Hovey 

Please send to: 

Babcock-Hovey Capital Campaign 

Seneca Waterways Council, BSA  

2320 Brighton Henrietta TL Rd, 

Rochester, NY  14623 

mailto:kyle.bunce@scouting.org


Camp Babcock-Hovey Alumni 

Association  
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________ 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________ 

Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!) 

 

____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site. 
 

Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association, and in good 

standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council. Current Camp Staff may join at 

the age of 18. 

 

Type of membership (choose one):  

_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1 year membership June 1-May 31 of the following year)  

_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership  

_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project  
Total Donation $ _______________ 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00) 
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 

 

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year on May 31st. 

New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.  
 

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:  

Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156 

Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net 

Alexander Peck at alexanderpeck417@gmail.com  or 315-744-3709  
 

Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names) that you know for 

other past staff members.  
 

Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  
 

Exp. Date__________ CVC #__________Signature of card holder________________________________  

  

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
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Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association 

7294 County Road #132 

Ovid, NY 14521 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice From A Snowman 
Be a jolly, happy soul 

Spend time outdoors 

It’s ok to be a little bottom heavy 

Stay cool 

Avoid meltdowns 

Be well-rounded 

Take time to chill! 

Live well, life is short! 
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