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JOIN US FOR ALUMNI WEEKEND JUNE 29–JULY 1, 2018 
 

You may be saying to yourself: self what am I doing June 29 – July 1st? The answer is:  
Babcock-Hovey Alumni Weekend. We are hoping to see you there. This year we are going to 
have great weather and are planning many great activities.  As a Paid Member of the Alumni 
Association you can come down and camp for free (Friday and/or Saturday if you wish), and 
you can bring your entire family. If it has been a few years since you have been to camp we 
have many improvements to many areas of camp. Come and check them out.  You may want 
to take the kids fishing at Pooler’s Pond, take a beautiful walk down by the lakefront, or maybe 
spend some time star gazing at night?  As usual when you come down to camp we will feed 
you a bounty of food.  Please join us for Alumni Weekend this year and have a great time.  
Please RSVP to Matthew Crance  matthewcrance@gmail.com by June 15, 2018. This years 
event is in conjunction with the Vigil Weekend for Tschipey Achtu Lodge on Friday night. 
 

ANNUAL BABCOCK-HOVEY ALUMNI ASSOSIATION MEETING JUNE 30th 
AT NOON, FOLLOWED BY LUNCH 

 

2017-2018 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Executive Committee 
▪ President – Alexander Peck   alexanderpeck417@gmail.com 
▪ Vice President – Jason Mellen   jason.mellen@gmail.com 
▪ Secretary – Vic Lonsberry    vic_lonsberry@roadrunner.com  
▪ Treasurer – Hank Roenke     hroenke@verizon.net 
▪ Social Director: Justin Kuczma  jmkuczma@yahoo.com 
▪ Member at Large: Matthew Crance   matthewcrance@gmail.com 
▪ Member at Large:  Bill Tilley    NA 
▪ Member at Large: Bob Purvis   repurvis@aol.com  
▪ Member at Large: Bill Lawrence   billLawrence@fltg.net; 
▪ Immediate Past President: Jay Laitenberger jlaitenberger@gmail.com 

 
Don’t forget to visit our website at www.BHalum.org 
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Pool Shower House Renovation 
Over fifty years ago, in 1966, Camp Babcock-Hovey built a pool and shower house to 

serve Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts summer camps and ONSEYAWA’s Rotary Camp for children 
with disabilities.  Since then, this facility has served over 100,000 participants who have 
learned to swim, worked on their lifesaving skills, and had countless hours of summer fun.  

 
Over the last fifty years the whole camp property, including the fantastic pool, has been 

maintained and upgraded, but despite efforts to keep it working - the pool shower house facility 
is now in desperate need of a major renovation.  Our current facility can only accommodate 
half of its designed capacity, it does not meet the new standards for ADA Compliance, it just 
meets the health standards required by Seneca County, it does not have separate spaces for 
youth/adult and male/female populations which will be important as we go forward, and it does 
not come close to participant expectations of a shower facility in this era.  Over the last decade 
we have done the best we can with the cracking foundation, roof leaking, and myriad of 
plumbing issues - but now it is past the point where we can throw another coat of paint on a 
crumbling facility to make it work for the 1,500 participants use the pool on average every 
summer.  
 
We need your support to overhaul the building from the ground up.  Your donations and 
in-kind support would allow us to continue our very popular pool programs for decades 
to come. 
 

This pool shower house renovation is the top priority capital project for Camp Babcock-
Hovey’s facilities to continue to deliver the high quality programs relevant to youth today.   The 
Seneca Waterways Council of the Boys Scouts of America, the Babcock-Hovey Properties 
Committee and the Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association supports its overhaul.  

 
Our goal is to complete this project for the 2019 summer camp.  We are planning to 

make this an efficient collaboration between paid contractors, in-kind support, and our own 
volunteers where possible to keep costs down. 

 

 
 

YOUR DONATION 
In the near future we will be sending donation forms for your use.  These forms will include 
account information so your donation will be applied to the renovation project.  You can make 
a one-time donation or spread you donation over three years.  The Alumni Association and the 
youth of the Seneca Waterways Council area are grateful for your support. 



Seneca Waterways Council Recognition 
 
At the recent Council recognition dinner, the following Babcock-Hovey Alumni 
Association Members were recognized for their dedication and support of the 
Scouting program: 
 
Silver Beaver Recipients 
 

 



 

 
 
Council Cannon Award 
 
At the 2018 Council Annual Dinner Valerie VanDongen was honored with the 
Council Cannon Award for service to Camps. 
 



Valerie VanDongen started in Scouting 38 years ago in Oct 1980 as a Den 
Leader in Pack 122 out of Newark.  She quickly 
came up through the ranks and has held about 
every position at the Pack, Troop, and District 
Level and some at the council level including but 
not limited to - Council Cub Activities Chairman, 
District Commissioner, Unit Commissioner, and 
Pack Cubmaster 
In 1988 she started as commissioner for Cub 
Resident Camp.  In 1994 she became the Program 
Director for Cub Resident Camp, a position that 
she held for 24 years until 2017.  On top of that 
she offered Day Camp Program for Cub Scouts at 
Camp Dittmer, Horn Farm, and Burrows Farm.  In 
addition she started the Webelosree and was a 
founding member of the Babcock-Hovey Alumni 

Association. 
 
Other awards Val have received include the Silver Beaver, District Award of 
Merit, Eleanor Roosevelt Award for Teaching, and the 1987 Citizen of the Year 
for Newark. Val was also the fundraising chair for the Newark Skate Park in 
Newark and helped to raise over $140,000 for that project. When asked why 
does she it, her response is- “I do it because I love the kids. The kids are the only 
reason I did it.” 
 

Our congratulations go out to Jay, Mel and Val for their dedication to the 
youth of the Seneca Waterways Council. 

 
 
Alumni Treasure Report 
The Alumni Treasure has reported the 
latest financial information for the 
association.  As of 4/19/2018 the Alumni 
have 67 lifetime and 14 annual members 
tor the period of 2017-2018. That’s a Grand 
total of 81 Paid Members! The balance in the Alumni account is $6,080.99 with 
$1,850 being held for the shower house and $250 budgeted for stumper rental 
later this spring.  The campsite upgrade account now has $804.40 to use for 
campsite improvements.  Dues, now, are being accepted for 2018-2019 of which 
we have two individuals paid.  You may send you annual dues to Hank Roenke 
or attend the annual meeting at Camp on June 30th and pay Hank then. 
 



Camp Babcock-Hover Conservation Committee 
The Babcock-Hovey Conservation Advisory Committee had their Annual meeting 
on April 20th, 2018.  This year is the 9th year the meeting has been held at 
Babcock-Hovey with a catered lunch prepared by Scoops and his volunteer staff. 
From the reports and discussion we can develop Conservation Projects for the 
rest of the year.  One project the OA Lodge and units have been working on is 
pulling Garlic Mustard the last few years.  But now we have been told that it 
maybe more harmful to pull by hand so we are suspending that project for now.  
We will have the FLCC Environmental Conservation Dept. and Fisheries class in 
camp this June, to survey Pooler Pond 
to see if we have had natural 
reproduction of our Bass fisheries.  We 
are also planning some erosion control 
projects for this year.  It was an 
excellent meeting with 28 participants.  
By: Hank Roenke, Babcock-Hovey 
Conservation Committee Chair 
 
 
UP COMING EVENTS  
 
June 8th – 10th  Order of the Arrow Spring Induction Weekend (Ordeal) (OA members 
only)  https://scoutingevent.com/?OrgKey=BSA397&calendarID=132436  
 
June 15th - 16th – _Raccoon Work Weekend with Free Camping! (Open to everyone)  
https://bhalum.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/2018-raccoon-work-weekend-flyer.pdf 

HELP US GET CAMP READY FOR SUMMER CAMP! 
FREE FOOD, FREE CAMP, FREE FUN 

 
 June 29th – July 1st  - Order of the Arrow Vigil Weekend and Babcock-Hovey Alumni 
Weekend  
 
Mark Your Calendars for Fall 2018 

September 22nd, 2018 - Orienteering Challenge  
October 6th-7th, 2018 - Webelosree  
October 19th-21st, 2018 - Challenge Trophy Camporee 

 

Sponsor a Campsite - Campsite Improvement Project 
The Camp Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is still raising funds to help redevelop all of our 
Summer Camp Campsites. Having top-notch campsites allows us to attract and retain troops 
for the summer camp season and off-season. Projects include upgrading the electrical 
connections, adding two picnic shelters to each site, improving campfire areas, installing new 
picnic tables, installing new flag poles as needed, and upgrading the tents and platforms. 
Thank you to an anonymous donor for recently sponsoring a flag pole at one of our campsites. 
It will be a much-needed upgrade. Thank you. 
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Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association  
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________ 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________ 

Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!) 

 

____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site. 
 

Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association, 

and in good standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council. 

Current Camp Staff may join at the age of 18. 

 

Type of membership (choose one):  
_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1 year membership June 1-May 31 of the following year)  

_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership  

_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project  
Total Donation $ _______________ 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00) 
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 

 

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year 

on May 31st. New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.  
 

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:  

Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156 

Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net 

Alexander Peck at alexanderpeck417@gmail.com  or 315-744-3709  
 

Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names) 

that you know for other past staff members.  
 

Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  
 

Exp. Date_________________ Signature of card holder________________________________________  
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Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association 

7294 County Road #132 

Ovid, NY 14521 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winners from our Annual Top Shot Challenge 

 

 


