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CAMP BABCOCK-HOVEY 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 

Winter 2017 

 

JOIN US FOR A DAY FOR ALUMNI WEEKEND JULY 21-23rd!  
You may be saying to yourself what am I doing July 21-23rd 2017? The answer is: Babcock-Hovey Alumni 
Weekend. We are hoping to see you there this year. This year we are hoping to have great weather and 
planning many great activities. As a Paid Member of the Alumni Association you can come down and 
camp for free (Friday and/or Saturday if you wish), and you can bring your entire family for free. If it has 
been a few years we have many new improvements to many areas of camp. You may take the kids 
fishing at Pooler’s Pond, a beautiful walk down by the lakefront, or maybe some star gazing at night? As 
usual when you come down to camp we will feed you a bounty of food. So please join us for Alumni Day 
2017 and have a great time. Special anniversaries for staff from 1997 (20th), 2002 (15th), 2007 (10th), and 
2012 (5th) will be held. New this year Summer Camp will be in session Friday night so it is important to 
register ahead of time if you are planning on staying on Friday night so we can make sure to reserve you 
a bunk. Please RSVP to Matthew Crance.  
Written by Justin Kuczma aka Sir Chicken Man  

ANNUAL BABCOCK-HOVEY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
MEETING JULY 22nd at NOON FOLLOWED BY LUNCH 

 
2016-2017 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Executive Committee 

 President – Alexander Peck    alexanderpeck417@gmail.com 

 Vice President – Jason Mellen   jason.mellen@gmail.com 

 Secretary – To be appointed    TBD- Currently Open  

 Treasurer – Hank Roenke     hroenke@verizon.net 

 Social Director – Justin Kuczma   jmkuczma@yahoo.com 
 Member at Large – Matthew Crance    matthewcrance@gmail.com 

 Member at Large – Bill Tilley    NA 

 Member at Large – Bob Purvis   repurvis@aol.com  

 Immediate Past President –    jlaitenberger@gmail.com  

Don’t forget to visit our website at www.bhalum.org 

mailto:alexanderpeck417@gmail.com
mailto:jason.mellen@gmail.com
mailto:hroenke@verizon.net
mailto:jmkuczma@yahoo.com
mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
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http://www.bhalum.org/
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The Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is Going Green 

In an effort to reduce waste, all paid members can now request to receive their newsletter 
electronically. This not only saves the environment but also saves money in mailing costs. Please send an 
email to matthewcrance@gmail.com telling him you would like to go green. 

 

Now Accepting 2016-2017 Membership Applications 

We have a total of 60 lifetime members and 15 regular members for the 2016-2017 financial year. This is 
the largest the Alumni Association has ever been. The Alumni Association funnels our membership fees 
directly back into Camp Babcock-Hovey through projects and program supplies. Every year members 
receive several cool newsletters, get to attend Alumni Day for Free, receive invites to a Winter 
Gathering, and usually a small gift from the Alumni Association in token of our appreciation. Please note 
that membership expires each year on May 31st (just before Raccoon Work Weekend). New 
memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year. Please send in your 2017-2018 
membership forms today! 

By Hank Roenke and Former Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee Chairman. 

 

Save The Date 

 Summer Alumni Event – July 21st-23rd  

 Top Shot Challenge – May 13th, 2017 

 Section Conclave at Camp Babcock-Hovey June 2-4, 2017 

 Raccoon Work Weekend at Camp Babcock-Hovey June 16-18th, 2017 

 

Donor Spotlight 

 James (Jim) Waldorf recently donated one Square Yard to the Camp 
Babcock-Hovey Square Foot Endowment. Thank you for your donation! 
James Waldorf was the Scoutmaster of the 1st Wood Badge Course at 
Camp Babcock-Hovey. He has long been a donor to Camp, and has 
helped out most recently by manning the Camp Museum at the Camp 
Trading Post during the last several Challenge Trophy Camporees. To 
also claim your Square foot or Square Yard of Camp Babcock-Hovey visit 
https://bhalum.org/square-foot-endowment-fund/  

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
https://bhalum.org/square-foot-endowment-fund/
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Sponsor Improvements at your Favorite Campsite  

Have you ever wanted to improve your favorite campsite? Now you can. We are now accepting 
donations for an opportunity to dedicate shelters, tents, campfire rings, and flag poles. Donations levels 
vary but I am sure there is a sponsorship level available to everyone. Want to help even more? How 
about working with your District and Sponsor an entire Campsite. What about a shelter in Mohawk 
donated by the Mohawk District or a shelter in Seneca donated by the Seneca District Key 3. See the 
attached insert for more information.  

Written by Matthew Crance aka “PAWN” 

2016 Year In Review  

In continuing with my tradition, I 
would like to present the Camp 
Babcock-Hovey Annual Report.  

2016 was a great year for Camp 
Babcock-Hovey. Jay “Spinner” 
Laitenberger continued as the Boy 
Scout Summer Camp director, for 
his 26th summer on camp staff. 
Mike “Trotsky” Chapin continued 
as program director for Boy Scout 
Summer Camp. Jay made a big push in 2017 to improve the Personal Fitness area. With a grant from 
Order of the Arrow Lodge Tschipey Achtu and Finger Lakes Comfort, Inc. many improvements were 
made to the PF area including a gaga ball pit, sand volleyball court, bocce court, mini Frisbee golf course 
and tough mudder course. 

Besides the PF Area, Camp saw many other improvements include a climbing iceberg and trampoline 
with log roll added to the Lakefront Area, new knee boarding board for the motor boats, renovated 
coffee mess area, many new improved camp directional signs, metal roofing on Penn Yan Lodge, metal 
roofing on just about every lean-to in Camp, a new flag pole in the NAC Area, new yellow chain to 

demark the shooting sports ranges, gravel 
road from South Showerhouse out to 
Oneida Campsite, and the pool received a 
fresh coat of paint and caulk just to name 
a few! Thanks to everyone that attended 
Raccoon Work Weekend and especially to 
others that have been work behind the 
scenes to make Camp Babcock-Hovey the 
Premier Scout Camp in the Finger Lakes 
Region. One example of many, is George 
Stanton who worked on a new Sign for the 
main entrance including the new Camp 
logo or Bill Lawrence who helped to fix the 
Archway coming into camp.  
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Jason Mellen developed some awesome patches this year for the trading post. They are 
hexagon in shape so they can interlock with an infinite amount of other patches. This year we rolled out 
the four season patches to promote camping year long. Each patch was only available during its 
particular season. At the request of my wife, Jason also stocked the trading post with pink hats. You 
better buy yours today before my wife buys them all out. I am sure Jason has more planned for 2017. 

We started out the summer with Eagle Flight, a summer camp specifically to help scouts earn 
merit badges required for Eagle. Eagle Flight had 96 participants under the direction of Yves Robinson. 
Eagle Flight Took place alongside an LDS Friendly week that started on Monday as opposed to the 
traditional Sunday start. In our traditional Boy Scout Weeks we had 580 Scouts participate. Introduced in 
2016 were our brand new Expedition Camps. These camps can be attended by individuals and not 
necessarily just scouts either. They included Sci-Tech Experiment Camp, Venturing Camp, Aquatics 
Adventure Camp, Exploring First Responder Camp, and Cross-Country Camp. Cross County was the most 
well attended of these camps and over all of the camps we had 114 participants. We ended the Boy 
Scout Summer Camp season with Cub Resident Camp under the direction of Val VanDogen and Mark 
McCullough. Cub Resident camp had 215 Cub participants over their two 3 day sessions. We ended the 
summer with 100 campers going through the Rotary sponsored and run Camp ONSEYAWA. In all we had 
over 1,105 campers come through the Camp Archway this summer!  

In the fall we hosted the Seneca and Mohawk District Weblosree and the 18th Annual Challenge 
Trophy Camporee. Over 1,600 people 
attended the Challenge Trophy Camporee this 
year on a sunny day with a few passing 
clouds. The Dinosaur patches were very 
popular.  The Alumni Association held their 
annual fundraiser at the camp trading post 
during the event and was able to raise over 
$2,000. 

As I always say, “this last year was a great 
year for Camp Babcock-Hovey, but let’s 
make the next year even better!” 

By Matthew Crance aka “PAWN” and Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee Chairman. 
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Staff Anniversary Gifts Now Available to General Alumni  

The Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is pleased to announce that the new Summer Camp Staff 
Retention Program was a resounding success Those Camp Staff that have served for 2 or more summers 
each received a gift from the Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association. The gifts varied by experience level, 
but include a Babcock-Hovey Mug, a Babcock-Hovey Hat, a Babcock-Hovey Backpack, a Babcock-Hovey 
Cardigan, or a Babcock-Hovey Blanket. Starting now, all Paid Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association 
Members will be able to Purchase these items if they would like. All proceeds will be reinvested into the 
program for gifts for next year. See attached purchase form.  

Written by Jason Mellen aka “Mellen” or “Radar” 

Howie Barnes the “Duck” names as 2017 Camp Director 

We are proud to announce that Howie Barnes will serve as the 2017 Boy 
Scout Camp Director at Camp Babcock-Hovey. In his past summer camp 
experiences, Howie was given the camp name of Duck by his peers. Howie 
is looking forward to using his science education experiences to refine 
and expand the Sci-tech center at camp and lead a summer to remember 
for all campers and staff. 

Howie is a full time educator, teaching a variety of science classes. He has 
Bachelor of Science in earth science and a Master’s in Education and 
Curriculum from SUNY Brockport, as well as a Masters in Educational 
Leadership. He is an eagle scout, Brotherhood member of the OA, has 
been Cub master for Pack 166, Scoutmaster for Troop 166 and is the 
advisor for crew 313. 

He also is a charter member of the Palmyra- Macedon Kiwanis, twice a distinguished club president, and 
is Vice President church council. He is also involved with Alpha Phi Omega Nation service Fraternity as a 
Trainer and Coordinator for APO LEADS. He is also President of APO Eagles, a NESA affinity group & 
alumni, the largest of its kind connecting brothers who are also Eagle scouts. 

Howie lives in Macedon with his wife Jennifer and children Howie (SPL Troop 166) and Katie (President 
Crew 313). Welcome to the Babcock-Hovey Family Howie! 

Written by an Unnamed Informant 

Christine “Wednesday” Hodge named as 2017 Program Director 
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Alumni Milestones 

Did you or another Babcock-Hovey Alumni get a cool new jobs, maybe 
got married, graduated west point, died, became grand dragon in their 
clan, had a child, etc. If you know anyone who did something notable this 
year let Alex Peck know, and it may be featured in the next article.  

Steven Wheeler of Dundee, NY joined the Babcock-Hovey Alumni 
Associations 50 year club this year. Steven plans on attending Summer 
Camp as a Volunteer Commissioner this summer to celebrate. 

Michael and Olivia Catalano, of Geneva NY, welcomed Jenna Elizabeth 
Catalano to the world on January 28, 2017 at 8:16 pm. Jenna weighed in at 
6lb 12.5 oz and measured 19 in long. Michael reports that “She and Mama 
proved that the strength of women is the greatest strength of all as they 
made the transition with unrivaled grace. Mama and Mini are happy, 
healthy, feeding well, and enjoying watching the Golden Girls. Mama and 
Papa now embark on life's greatest journey with Jenna and enjoy tons of 
silly moments along the way.”  

Hank Roenke of Geneva NY, will be honored with the 2017 
Exceptional Service Award by the Finger Lakes Community 
College Alumni Association. The award recognizes contributions 
to the campus experience and commitment to students, 
development of innovative programs, and involvement with the 
CCFL/FLCC Alumni Association. 

Hank Roenke was a conservation specialist at FLCC from 
1974 to 2002, when the FLCC Board of Trustees granted him 
emeritus status. In addition to working for the College, he also 
earned an associate in applied science degree in natural 
resources conservation and became certified in ornamental 
horticulture at FLCC. He went on to earn a bachelor of science 
degree in environmental studies at SUNY Empire State College. 

In 1984, Hank also became the maintenance manager of the Loomis Woods Nature Trail in 
Geneva. For 32 years, Hank has worked with FLCC conservation students, Pack 5 Cub Scouts, and Troop 
5 Boy Scouts to develop and manage the educational trail. He was a recipient of the Conservation 
Department’s Outstanding Alumni Achievement Award in 1992. For 13 years, he served as a member of 
the Alumni Association Council, including a two-year term as president, starting in 1987. For 10 years, he 
served as a member of the FLCC Association Board of Directors. He was president of the non-profit 
board when the FLCC Child Care Center opened in 1995. Since 2004, Hank has overseen the fundraising 
and recipient selection for the CCFL Storefront Pioneers Scholarship which is awarded annually to a 
returning student involved in college activities or community service. He participated in the College’s 
40th Anniversary Event Planning Committee and currently is a member of the College’s 50th Anniversary 
Event Planning Committee. Hank’s wife, Lois, also attended the College and earned a degree in 
registered nursing in 1976. Hank and Lois will celebrate their 46th wedding anniversary in July. 
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 Michael Sensenbach, of Rochester NY, formally of Williamson, NY 
married Megan Martin on 
September 10, 2016 in Ontario 
NY. Michael works for 
CommutAir and Megan works 
for Virgin America. 

Stephanie Crance of Liverpool 
NY (AKA “The Queen”), was 
promoted to a Full Time 
Recreational Therapist at 

Buckley Landing Assisted Living Center in North Syracuse, NY. 
Stephanie enjoys dressing up, acting, playing the piano, 
and playing games with her residents. 

Jack Chappell of Waitsfield, VT, formerly of Hastings, MI, recently accepted a position with True 
North Wilderness Therapy. Jack is now a field guide and works with groups of students facing 
unique challenges in their lives. He teaches wilderness survival skills such as bow-drilling fires and 
setting primitive traps as well as soft skills focused on building positive relationships and 
expressing emotions in healthy ways. 

Scouter’s Gone Home 

The gravestone of Robert-Baden Powell bears a circle with a dot in the centre, which 
is the trail sign for "Going home," or "I have gone home." The following Scouters have 
also recently Gone Home. 

Dick Johnson of Penn Yann, NY died peacefully and gently on March 9th, 2017 at 
Highland Hospital in Rochester at the age of 78. He was born in Penn Yan, son of the late F. Roger and 
Grace (Campbell) Johnson. After graduating from PYA class of 1956, "the old school," he went on to 
Alfred Ag Tech where he developed his trade in television repairs. He was employed at Castner TV & 
Radio on Lake St. for 15 years. He later owned his own business for nearly 30 years called Lake 
Electronics at that same location which he partnered with Richard 
Sharman until retiring in 2003. He grew up in Penn Yan and spent his 
summers in Branchport at the family owned "Campbell's Beach" which is 
currently Camp Good Days and Special Times. He assisted his parents in 
renting and operating the numerous rustic cottages on Keuka Lake and 
could be seen often sailing his sailboat "Think or Thwim" out on the lake 
or in his motor boat taking friends and family water-skiing. The 
Adirondacks was a favorite place of his to visit. He was head Scout 
Master for 30 years from 1965-1995 of Boy Scout Troop 44, which met 
at the First Baptist Church on Main Street in Penn Yan. He enjoyed 
numerous adventures leading Troop 44 and formed many lifelong 
friendships with the troop members. He was awarded the distinguished 
Silver Beaver Award by the BSA Council, for his "impact on the lives of 
the youths and the service to the Council by implementing the Scouting 
program, performing community service through hard work, self-
sacrifice, dedication and many hours of service." He was very proud of 
his Troop 44 Scouts and kept in touch with many of them. He was known for taking care of the sound 
system in the Dining Hall at Camp Babcock-Hovey. 
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BABCOCK-HOVEY KIDS PAGE 

 

 

Can you spot at least six differences below? 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

Sponsor a Campsite 

Campsite Improvement Project 
The Camp Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is raising funds to help redevelop all of our 

Summer Camp Campsites. Having top notch campsites allows us to attract and retain troops 

for the summer camp season and off-season. Projects include upgrading the electrical 

connections, adding two picnic shelters to each site, improving campfire areas, installing new 

picnic tables, installing new flag poles as needed, and upgrading the tents and platforms.  

 
We need your help!!!!! Any donation of any amount will be greatly appreciated. 

For a donation of the amount listed below a plaque will be added sponsoring that item with a 

name of your choosing. We will be in touch for wording on plaques at the $500 level and above. 

$100 Tent          $250 Picnic Table          $500 Flag Pole 

$1,000 Campfire Area          $2,500 Shelter           $5,000 Latrine 

$10,000 Entire Campsite 
Name of Purchaser:_________________________________________________________________  
Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 
City:_________________________________________State:_______Zip:______________________  
Phone #:__________________________Email:___________________________________________  
Name of person/group to be Honored: 

LINE #1 - (Maximum 26 letters/spaces) 

                          

Campsite Requested - _______________________  Total -   Donation - $_________ 

Please send this form and payment to 
Camp Babcock-Hovey, Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623 
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail or fax to 585-256-8533  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________  
Address:_________________________________City______________________Zip_________(must have)  

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  

Exp. Date______________ Signature of card holder___________________________________________  
Office use only Acct #2-4501-047-91 (NOTE NEW ACCT #) 

 

For more information contact - Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com/ 315-246-8156 
 

 

NOTE: Any funds left over after this project is complete can be used towards any Camp Capital Improvements at Camp Babcock-Hovey at the 

discretion of the Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee. 

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
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Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association  
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”  

Membership Application 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________ 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________ 

Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!) 

 

____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site. 
 

Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association, 

and in good standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council. 

Current Camp Staff may join at the age of 18. 

 

Type of membership (choose one):  
_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1 year membership June 1-May 31 of the following year)  

_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership  

_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project  
Total Donation $ _______________ 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00) 
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 

 

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year 

on May 31st. New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.  
 

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:  

Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156 

Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net 

Alexander Peck at alexanderpeck417@gmail.com  or 315-744-3709  
 

Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names) 

that you know for other past staff members.  
 

Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________  
(Please circle one of the above cards)  
 

Exp. Date_________________ Signature of card holder________________________________________  

mailto:matthewcrance@gmail.com
mailto:hroenke@verizon.net
mailto:alexanderpeck417@gmail.com
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ALUMNI GEAR FUNDRAISER 

 
Eligibility requirements: Must be a paid Alumni Member (Lifetime or Regular) 

NOTE: All profit goes back into providing staff gifts to the Staff each year 
 

Item Cost x Quantity = Total 

Babcock-Hovey Staff Hat (2 years) $15 x   =   

Babcock-Hovey Staff Mug (3 years) $20  x   =   

Babcock-Hovey Staff Backpack (4 years) $40  x   =   

Babcock-Hovey Staff Cardigan (5 years) $50 x   =   

All items listed Above $120  x   =   

Shipping within the United States $20  x   =   

OR Will Pick Up at Camp or Council Office     + 

(For office use only #1-2306-765-00)   TOTAL  =   
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check. 
Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623  

If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533  
 

Name:________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Address:__________________________________City___________________Zip_________(must have)  
 

E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________ 

 

American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________ 

 

Exp. Date_________________ Signature of card holder________________________________________  
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Camp Babcock-Hovey 

Alumni Association 

7294 County Road #132 

Ovid, NY 14521 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advice from the Lake 

-Be clear 

-Make positive 

ripples 

-Look beneath the 

surface 

-Stay calm 

-Shore up 

friendships 

-Take time to 

reflect 

-Don’t be shallow 

-Be full of life 

POSTAGE 


