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(A Scouter enjoying ONE OF SEVERAL paddle board donated by the Alumni Association)

JOIN US FOR A DAY OF FAMILY FUN ON MARCH 6th.
This year for our winter fun day we are keeping with the Ithaca theme. Please join us at the Sciencenter,
no that is not a typo, on March 6th at noon. (Address- 601 1st St, Ithaca, NY 14850) There are exhibits
for the entire family so please bring your kids. There is an Astronomy exhibit that lets you explore Mars
and the Stars and if the weather is nice they have the Sagan Planet Walk around Ithaca. Learn about the
human body works and play a game of mind ball. That is where you move a ball with your mind… your
mind. Between 12 and 2 there is a saltwater Tidal Touch Tank, get to see some cool ocean animals.
How does walking through a rain forest in New York in the winter. After we have explored and had our
fun we will retire to the Ithaca Ale House or the Glenwood Pines. We had a great time last year and will
have an even better time this year.
Written by Justin Kuczma aka Sir Chicken Man
2014-2015 Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association Executive Committee
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Don’t forget to visit our website at www.bhalum.org
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Centurion Award Recipients
As part the Order of the Arrows 100th anniversary celebration the Order of the Arrow
provided a unique opportunity to commemorate those among us who are exemplars of the
“high ideals and purpose of the Order of the Arrow.” The Centurion Award aims to highlight
“Hometown Heroes,” or Arrowmen who have meaningfully contributed to the forming,
maturing and ongoing operational excellence of their local council’s lodge, and who, in doing
so, inspired others to follow in their footsteps. The Centurion award is a one-time recognition
associated with the centennial anniversary of the OA that is bestowed by the national Order of
the Arrow committee. Of the 8 awards selected by Tschipey Achtu Lodge, 4 of those awards
were former or current members of the Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association. A brief bio on
those that were selected to receive this prestigious awardBy Jason Mellen aka “Mellen” or “Radar”

Pictured- (left to right) Tim Russell, Alexander Peck, John Reed, Jason Dunham, Daniel Miller (accepting on behalf of Todd Miller), James Gagnon

Todd Miller
For over 45 years, Todd served as a Scout leader achieving honors including the Silver Beaver, the St.
George Award, Wood Badge, the Vigil Honor and the Founder’s Award. For 25 years Todd served as an Advisor for
Ganeodiyo Lodge 417, Order of the Arrow, Finger Lakes Council. Todd delighted in assisting in the development of
young men into future leaders. He was extremely proud of all the young scouts as they grew and matured into
successful men. He was always quick to encourage and celebrate in their success. Todd was kind, helpful, and
gracious in helping to lift them up when one should stumble. He strived to live according to the moral and ethical
principles upheld by his Christian faith and BSA. Todd was extremely proud that all three of his sons achieved the
Eagle Scout rank and his daughter achieved the Silver Award from the Girl Scouts of America. The Centurion award
was accept on Todd’s behalf by his son Daniel Miller.
Alex PeckAlex has been an inspiration to others to follow in his footsteps through service to the lodge as a youth
leader in Ganeodiyo Lodge as a chapter chief, contingent leader for two NOACs, and a three term lodge chief. Alex
also served as Section secretary for two terms. Alex's devotion to the ideals of brotherhood, cheerfulness and
service are without equal. He is continuously at the forefront of any task that needs to be accomplished. He
expects everyone to live up to these ideals as well and strives to instill them into others whenever he can. Alex has
a very strong ability to facilitate personal growth in others through his leadership. He has mentored many young
men and has watched them grow into strong leaders in their own right. Alex's selfless initiative had not only
developed the spirit of the lodge but embodied the spirit of the lodge. Alex's Passion “to help other people at all
times” and meet the needs of others, helped guide the lodge to embrace changes that enabled the lodge to

2|Page

Continued from Page 2- (Alex Peck)
increase in size. Alex's innovative approaches to the lodge programs positively impact both present and future
generations of the lodge. Many of the ideas and programs he came up with are still in use today. Alex is a fine
example of what an Arrowmen should be and is truly deserving of this honor.
Tim RussellTimothy J. (Tim) Russell was active in Ganeodiyo lodge for six years as a youth. During this time, Tim held
several positions of responsibility including serving as Lodge Chief for three years (2003-2006) and a longtime
member of the Lodge ceremony team. Tim has the Vigil Honor and is a Founder’s Award recipient. As Lodge Chief,
Tim had significant impact in Lodge membership, Lodge operations and history and in the overall activities of the
Lodge that live on in Tschipey Achtu Lodge. Tim was the driving force in moving Ganeodiyo into the computer age.
He created the first digital history of Ganeodiyo Lodge and migrated the Lodge records and bylaws to electronic
format. He was an early adopter of LodgeMaster making it an integral part of the Lodge operations. During this
process he lived through the early growing pains of LodgeMaster, cheerfully finding work arounds and providing
feedback to the LodgeMaster development team. He tirelessly provided training and helping hands to insure that
all pertinent Lodge data was entered and accurate. Tim’s greatest impacts were on Lodge membership. Tim
championed improvements in the election and Ordeal processes that led to significant membership growth. He
fostered changes in the availability of Brotherhood ceremonies finding a way to offer them wherever Brothers
were gathered that dramatically improved the Brotherhood conversion rates. Tim also challenged the Lodge to
bring service to the community, starting a tradition of a yearly community service project that continues to this day
in Tschipey Achtu and led service projects that provided significant benefit to the Council camp. Tim will also be
remembered for marathon Euchre games, lively fellowship and service gatherings and will long be remembered for
the phenomenal “Treasure Island” conclave hosted by Ganeodiyo Lodge during his term as Chief.
Jason Dunham
Jason has been an inspiration to others to follow in his footsteps through service to the lodge as a youth
leader and most recently as the Lodge Advisor for the new formed Tschipey Achtu Lodge in 2011. Jason guided the
two former lodges through the difficult task of developing a new lodge. Without his leadership both sides would
not have been able to come together and form the strong bond that has been developed. Jason's devotion to the
ideals of brotherhood, cheerfulness and service are without equal. He is continuously at the forefront of any task
that needs to be accomplished. He expects everyone to live up to these ideals as well and strives to instill them
into others whenever he can. Jason has a very strong ability to facilitate personal growth in others through his
leadership. He has mentored many young men and has watched them grow into strong leaders in their own right.
Jason has been there at the beginning of Tschipey Achtu lodge and his selfless initiative has not only helped
develop the spirit but has been the spirit of the lodge. Jason's Passion “to help other people at all times” and meet
the needs of others has helped guide what the spirit of Tschipey Achtu is. Jason has also taken on the innovative
approaches of Social media to positively impact both present and future generations of the lodge. As well as
managing LodgeMaster and other administrative needs. Jason is a fine example of what an Arrowmen should be
and is truly deserving of this honor.
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Camp Staff Thank Alumni for Improved Staff Area
2015 saw a dramatic improvement for the Babcock - Hovey staff area which moved out of its
traditional spot since the early 90's and into Lamoka Site. New permanent shelters were built, platforms
were repaired, tents were patched, and gravel was placed down on the road from the shower house to
the tents. In addition, electricity was run safely and sensibly to every tent. The staff enjoyed a new feel
to the area that created more of a team environment and less of the "patrol method". Your donations
helped to make it happen! Thank you to everyone that helped to Sponsor a Tent or Sponsor a Shelter.
We strongly thank and appreciate the efforts of Tschipey Achtu Lodge for their sponsorship one of the
shelters.
We would still like to put down a slightly thicker gravel base for the road, and are continuing this
fundraiser until we raise enough funds. This project is just another great example of the time and efforts
of the Alumni Association. Previously, the Association made dramatic improvements at the lakefront
with a newly renovated boathouse.
Written by Jay Laitenberger aka Spinner

The Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is Going Green
In an effort to reduce waste, all paid members can now request to receive their newsletter
electronically. This not only saves the environment but also saves money in mailing costs. Please send an
email to matthewcrance@gmail.com telling him you would like to go green.

Last Call for 2015-2016 Membership Applications
We have a current total of 54 lifetime members and 9 regular members for the 2015-2016
financial year. This is the largest the Alumni Association has ever been. The Alumni Association funnels
our membership fees directly back into Camp Babcock-Hovey through projects and program supplies.
Every year members receive several cool newsletters, get to attend Alumni Day for Free, receive invites
to a Winter Gathering, and usually a small gift from the Alumni Association in token of our appreciation.
Please note that membership expires each year on May 31st (just before Raccoon Work Weekend). New
memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year. Please send in your
membership forms today!
By Hank Roenke and Former Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee Chairman.
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Announcing 2016 Expedition Camp Program
New in 2016, Camp Babcock Hovey is hosting a new week of specialty camps called Expedition Camps,
featuring the best programs we have to offer. There will be 7 tracks including Aquatic Adventure,
Shooting Sports Master, Sci-Tech Experiment, Scoutcraft Pathfinder, Venturing Rangers, Cross Country,
and Exploring First Responder. Each camp will have a focused program in their area led by camp staff
and supplemented with appropriate experts and trips to take the program to the next level. For full
information, see the website: www.senecawaterways.org/expeditioncamps
We need your help to promote these great opportunities for individuals. Please help spread the word.
Be sure to tell them we are having a DRAWING FOR A FREE WEEK, all you have to do is sign up for more
info.
By Jason Mellen aka “Mellen” or “Radar”

Save The Date



Summer Alumni Event – July 23rd

Raccoon Work Weekend at Camp Babcock-Hovey June 17-19th, 2016

2015 Year In Review
I would like to bring back the tradition of the Camp Babcock Hovey Annual Report which has
been a very helpful reference for us to look back in time.
Camp Babcock-Hovey saw a lot of changes in 2015. We
started out the new year with retirement party for Conrad
Wedding who was our camp ranger for 27 years. On behalf of the
entire Alumni Association we thank you Conrad for all your years
of service and we are glad that we still see Conrad around camp.
In January the Council hired a new Ranger, Mike Oyer, but he was
offered another job five minutes from his former location and
made a family decision to resign after only a few months.
Thankfully we had another really good candidate during the
interview process, and were glad Kyle Bunce choose to immediately fill the void. Kyle Bunce (Camp
Name in Bun-C) is from Geneva, he is an Eagle Scout, Order of the Arrow Vigil Member, and he worked
on staff for the summer at Babcock-Hovey including one summer as an Assistant Ranger. Kyle stepped
up to get camp ready for summer and also took the lead to full renovate the Ranger’s house in the fall.
Personnel Changes did not end there. Jim Spawton took a full time position with the Rochester
City School District and that allowed for some significant new and exciting changes to take place.
Replacing Jim as Camp Director was Jay "Spinner" Laitenberger, who celebrated his 25th summer on
camp staff. Alexander “Scoops” Peck moved from the Program Director position to the head cook, and
refocused the menu from "heat and eat" items to all homemade food. Mike “Trotsky” Chapin brought a
new flare to the Hovey Program while maintaining the high standards the Hovey staff has come to
expect. In 2016, all of the key directors are returning along with an unusually high retention rate of
junior staff.
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Early in the year we worked hard on
renovating the eastern portion of the Ranger
Shop to make it more weather proof and to have
the ability to heat it. Peter Collinge, Mike Knittel,
the other camp rangers, and many others lent a
helping hand. The renovation fever continued up
to the Ranger’s House. The house was almost
completely gutted. It also received new siding
and roofing. Many people lent a helping hand.
The biggest camp improvement project for
2015 was the Staff Area Improvement Project.
Through the Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association’s
efforts funds were raised to move staff area to the
old Lamoka site, build two new shelters and add
electricity to every tent. Big shout out to Tschipey
Atchu for significantly helping with this project also.
Noel Kessler, Dave Hacket, Dave Haag, Jason
Mellen, Don Declerck, Alex Peck, Jay Laitenberger,
Conrad Wedding also spent many a day working on
this project.
We had many Troops complete smaller
projects at Raccoon Work Weekend and other
weekend’s through-out camp. One that I would like to
highlight is the work done by Troop 43. Troop 43 has
always kept the Chapel Area of camp at a top notch
level. In addition to their normal spring cleaning at the
Chapel, they also added several new benches to the
chapel to improve the seating area. Big thanks to
Troop 43 and everyone else that came down for
Raccoon Work Weekend.
In 2015 we also saw a complete redesign
of the camp logo. This was spearheaded by Jason
Mellen with input from many members of the
Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association. The logo team
set up very simple requirements that the logo
should be more modern, a single color, easy to
recognize, and represent the history of the camp.
The stoic silhouette of the Raccoon face does all
of that and does a great job of representing all of
what is Camp Babcock-Hovey. With our new camp
logo in hand we were able to offer a better
selection of Camp Babcock-Hovey themed
merchandize at the Trading Post which Jason
Mellen really helped to spear head this effort. I
for one had to add several Hovey themed items to my collection.
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I often highlight more of the
physical improvements to camp, as I am
the properties committee chairman, it is
kind of my job. However let’s not forget
the program side of things. Babcock-Hovey
was the host of a National Event in 2015. It
was called ArrowTour and it was an event
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
Order of the Arrow. Many current and
former Arrowmen were present along with
many non-Arrowman Scouters and the
general public was invited as well. Fun was
had by all, and many memories were
shared.
2015 was the first year that Babcock-Hovey hosted
Eagle Flight. Eagle Flight is similar in nature to the old Finger
Lakes Council Trail to Eagle Program. Eagle Flight used
volunteered staff supplemented by Hovey Summer Camp
Staff to offer every Eagle merit badge to the 78 youth
participants. While our summer camp numbers were slightly
down this year we still put through 553 Boy Scouts through
the Boy Scout Summer Camp Program and 209 Cub Scouts
through the Cub Resident Camp Program. Additionally our
relationship with Camp Onseyawa continued and they
provided a summer camp experience for
over 100 handicap campers. We started the
fall out with a bang by hosting the first
Powderhorn course sponsored by Seneca
Waterways Council, PH-397-15 with Eric
Falkman as the course director. We hosted
a slew of camporees this fall, including the
Mohawk Seneca Webloree, The Challenge
Trophy Camporee and Black Creek District
Hornaday Camporee.
Last, near the end of the year we
finally achieved a goal of using an online
reservation system for year-round rentals and summer camp reservations. Chris Guarniere, Director of
Support Services, helped with a lot of the leg work on this. As we go into 2016 I am sure this online
reservation system will help us better serve our Scouts and Scouters. This can be found on
www.tentaroo.com/seneca
As I always say, “this last year was a great year for Camp Babcock-Hovey, but let’s make the next year
even better!”
By Matthew Crance aka “PAWN” and Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee Chairman.
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Sponsor a Tent or Shelter
Staff Area Improvement Project

Camp Babcock-Hovey Summer Camp Staff 2014, Seneca Waterways Council, BSA
The Camp Babcock-Hovey Alumni Association is raising funds to help develop a new staff area
in the old Lamoka Campsite. Projects include upgrading the electrical connections, adding two
picnic shelters and upgrading the tents and platforms. The hope is to make staff area a more
relaxing place so that our summer camp staff can perform at a TOP NOTCH LEVEL.
We need your help!!!!! Any donation of any amount will be greatly appreciated.
For a Donation of $250 a plaque will be added to a tent platform with a name of your choosing.
For a Donation of $2,500 a plaque will be added to a shelter with the wording of your choosing.
Name of Purchaser:_________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
City:_________________________________________State:_______Zip:______________________
Phone #:__________________________Email:___________________________________________
Name of person/group to be Honored:
LINE #1 - (Maximum 26 letters/spaces)

Total - $250

$2,500 (circle one) OR Other - $_________

Please send this form and payment to
Camp Babcock-Hovey, Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail or fax to 585-256-8533
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name:_____________________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________City______________________Zip_________(must have)
American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________
(Please circle one of the above cards)

Exp. Date______________ Signature of card holder___________________________________________
Office use only Acct #2-4501-047-91 (NOTE NEW ACCT #)
For more information contact - Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com/ 315-246-8156
NOTE: Any funds left over after this project is complete can be used towards any Camp Capital Improvements at Camp Babcock-Hovey at the
discretion of the Camp Babcock-Hovey Properties Committee.

CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE!
EXPEDITION CAMPS 2016
at Camp Babcock-Hovey
July 31st – August 5th

$ 375

Expedition Camps are for individuals seeking a focused program in one of our four exciting areas.
Open CO-ED registration to anyone up to 21 years old, Babcock-Hovey Expedition Camps are designed to refine your
skills, challenge your limits, and develop a deeper understanding of Scouting’s core values.

AQUATIC ADVENTURE
Aquatic Adventure Camp is perfect for anyone looking to experience over 15
watersports in one week with this extreme water-filled adventure. Lifeguard
instructors will challenge your limits and foster a space for learning and fun.
Program elements include: hands on instruction, personal challenges, and group
competitions. The week culminates in an awesome beach party and cookout.

SHOOTING SPORTS MASTER
Shooting Sports Master Camp is for individuals looking to refine their
marksmanship and take their aim at a variety of creative targets. NRA Master
Instructors will lead small squads through personalized instruction in Rifle,
Shotgun, and Archery, there is the opportunity to complete the NYS Hunter
Safety and Bow course and compete in a series of challenges.

SCI--TECH EXPERIMENT
Sci-Tech Experiment Camp is a great way for individuals to explore the Science
and Technology fields and experiment with an immense variety of cutting-edge
ideas. Camp Staff and a cadre of experts will lead participants in hands-on
instruction and myth-buster style experiments to get a taste of how science,
technology, engineering and math applies to their everyday life.

SCOUTCRAFT PATHFINDER
Scoutcraft Pathfinder Camp is perfect for Scouts looking to practice their
fundamental Scout skills in a pioneer-style setting. An experienced staff will lead
participants in a unique experience where you will engage in a variety of
pioneering skills wrapped around a camping experience that will challenge their
Scout knowledge with cooking, camping, orienteering, and wilderness survival.

SIGN UP FOR MORE INFORMATION OR REGISTER senecawaterways.org/expeditioncamps

9 WIN A FREE EXPEDITION CAMP of your choice – Just Sign Up Online for More Information
Before May 1st and You Will Be Automatically Entered into the Drawing
9 $50 – DISCOUNT for Youth already attending a 2016 Seneca Waterways Council Camp
9 $50 – DISCOUNT for Early Bird Registration Deposit by May 1st and Full Payment by June 1st

FAQs
What does Individual Registration Mean? Expedition Camps are intended for individual registrations, however multiple Scouts from a unit are
more than welcome to come together. Scouts from around the council are then placed into a ‘squad’ of 6-10 participants for the session which
will have staff and adult supervision at all times provided by the camp.

Does my Scout get a discount for attending another week of summer camp? Participants already enrolled through their troop for a week of
camp in a Seneca Waterways Council Camp will receive a $50 discount on the registration fee. Expedition Camp does not qualify for the
Council discount for a second week of Boy Scout Summer Camp.

Who can attend? All Expedition Camps are CO-ED and anyone who is registered as a youth in Scouting is eligible to attend one of the BabcockHovey Expedition Camps. If you are not currently registered in one of Scouting's Programs, let us know and we will help get you signed up
before you arrive at camp.

Is there an age limit? There is no lower age limit other than being enrolled in a Scouting program. However, due to the intense nature of the
programming we do recommend a certain level of Scouting experience. There is one exception to this open enrollment – New York State
requires youth to be age 12 to shoot Rifle and Shotgun, so for our Shooting Sports Master Camp we require them to be age 12 by the start of
the program. Feel free to ask us if this program is right for you.

I am in the Venturing Program, can I attend? YES! We gladly welcome male and female Venturers who are ages 14-21. In fact - we offer a
Venturing Ranger option so Venturers can sample each of these camps in one week.

What equipment do I need? Once enrolled staff will provide a list of needed items tailored to the needs for each expedition. If you do not have
these items, check with your unit and friends first, and then let us know and we will do our best to accommodate.

Questions: email cbh.summer@senecawaterways.org or call 585-244-2410

Camp Babcock-Hovey
Alumni Association
Providing “Spirit, Service and Support”

Membership Application
Name_________________________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________State_______________Zip______________
E-Mail Address________________________________________ Phone___________________
How many and what years (if any) as a camper? ________________ on staff? ______________
Occupation _________________________ (you never know what talents we might be needing!)
____Check here if we may list your name and years at camp on our future web site.
Eligibility requirements: Must be at least 21 years of age, interested in supporting the purposes of the Association,
and in good standing with (but not necessarily a current member of) the BSA and the Seneca Waterways Council.
Current Camp Staff may join at the age of 18.

Type of membership (choose one):
_______ $20.00 – Alumni member (1 year membership June 1, 2015-May 31, 2016)
_______ $160.00 – Lifetime Membership
_______ $????? – Additional Donation for any Camp Babcock-Hovey Project
Total Donation $ _______________
(For office use only #1-2306-765-00)
Please make checks payable to Seneca Waterways Council, and indicate “Babcock Hovey Alumni” in memo of check.

Membership includes three newsletters annually and notification of upcoming events. Membership expires each year
on May 31st. New memberships after March 1 run through May 31st of the following year.

For Additional Information go to www.bhalum.org or to check your dues status contact:
Matthew Crance at matthewcrance@gmail.com or 315-246-8156
Hank Roenke at hroenke@verizon.net
Jay Laitenberger at jlaitenberger@gmail.com or 585-727-9196
Your help is needed! Please list on the back of this application any addresses/emails/phone numbers (with names)
that you know for other past staff members.
Please send this form and payment to- Seneca Waterways Council, 2320 Brighton-Henrietta Town Line Road, Rochester NY 14623
If payment is made by credit card please fill out below and mail to above address, or fax to 585‐256-8533

Name:________________________________________________________________________________
Address:____________________________________City___________________Zip_________ (must have)
American Express/Visa/Master Card/Discover #______________________________________________
(Please circle one of the above cards)

Exp. Date_________________ Signature of card holder________________________________________

Camp Babcock-Hovey
Alumni Association
7294 County Road #132
Ovid, NY 14521
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