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Camp Onseyawa keeps 'em coming back 
By MARTIN TOOMBS 
Seneca Falls Bureau 

,. OVID - Campers at Camp 
.Onseyawa enjoy themselves so 
much they just keep coming back 
and poming hark 

' 1 Many get so stuck on spending 
I j two weeks each August at the 

camp for the handicapped 
children, that when they get too 
old to be campers, they return as 
counselors. 

In fact, about a quarter of the 
camp's 96 staff members got 
involved with the camp first as 
campers. Some have 10 years of 
involvement, having served 
two-year stints as "counselors in 
training" before becoming full 
staff members. 

They work in a variety of posts 

I've been lucky, I 
have been able to 
experience the 
camp on—both 

devoted they take time off" from 
their jobs to come to the camp 
each summer. 

Romances also have begun at 
the camp. Bonnie and Guy Clark 
met at the camp and scheduled 
thoir marriapg a rmiplw gnmmarc 

at the camp, which is home to 145 
handicapped youngsters during 
the Aug. 16-28 encampment at Boy 
Scout Camp Dabceek llovey on 
Seneca Lake. 

This is the 26th year for the 
camp, a fact well known to one 
camper-turned-counselor, who 
started the ball rolling for the 
camp. The camp is sponsored by 
Rotary Clubs of Ontario, Seneca, 
Yates and Wayne counties, from 
which the camp "OnSeYaWa" 
gets its name. 

Gail Hagen was about 10 when 
she became upset that her twin 
sister could go to camp and she 
couldn't. Hagen's father. Walter 
Reitmann, looked for camps 
where Hagen, who has Spina 
Bijfida and walks with crutches, 
could go. He talked to some 
friends who were Rotarians, she 
said, and that led to the first 
Rotary Handicapped Camp in 
1956. 

She attended the camp for about 
five years, Hagen said, but hadn't 
returned until last year, when she 
was part of the 25th anniversary 
celebration. She talked to Don 
Bogart, the camp's director and 

sides—Eileen 
Teachout. 
ended up on this year's staff. 

"I love it." Hagen said, adding 
that the camp is "Bigger and 
better than I remember it." 

Hagen, a widow who lives in 
Waterloo and has her own tax 
preparation business, plans on 
returning next year. 

While she primarily works in the 
office. Hagen vsaid of the campers 

If is "fun wj ling them going 
through the activities and enjoy
ing themselves." 

Eileen Teachout, who lives in 

ago so that it wouldn't conflict 
with camp. They showed up the 
first day directly from their 
honeymoon and are on the staff 
again this summer, -s 

Bogart noted they givVjaekets 
to those counselors with 'eight 
years service and there are 
several of them around. 

Among the other camper-
turned-counselors is Dawn Pro
per, a camper for five years 
before spending two years in 
training and now four years as 
counselor. She'll be heading a unit 

problems. They make a camping 
experience available to other 
youngsters as well, such as those 
with diabetes, whose health 
doesn't prevent them from enjoy
ing camping activities, but which 

this week. 
George Canne. of Phelps, who is 

deaf, spent six years as a camper; 
and io i 

Martville, near Fair Haven, is at 
the camp for her 16th year, seven 
as camper and nine as a staffer. 

"I love the camp," Teachout 
said. "It's grown immensely; it's 
much, much bigger." and the 
programs available have in
creased. 

Teachout, who has. brittle-bone 
disease and uses a wheelchair, 
was directing traffic in the camp 
nffirp and cnmmpnffld that it ic 
"still as crazy around here as it 
ever was." 

That craziness is most evident 
among the counselors, whose an
tics keep the campers entertained. 
At lunch Friday, there male 
counselors were made into a huge 
banana split by three female 
counselors. The syrup-dripping 
counselors weren't too upset; the 
women were just getting even for 
an earlier prank. 

The 24-hour involvement 
between the staff and campers 
leads to attachments which don't 
occur in other camps. Teachout 
noted that "people become so 

camp this summer. 
Bogart pointed out three unit 

leaders are former campers. But 
even he was surprised when they 
did a count of the former campers 
on the staff which turned out to 
number 25. 

Some of the camper-counselors 
are themselves going to college to 
become special education 
teachers. 

John Kpnney, program director, 
said of the returned campers, 
"They are some of the most 
dedicated staff we have." 

A new program has opened 
more, opportunities for the cam
pers to return. A group of waiters 
has been formed from campers 
who wanted to return. Their unit 
also is headed by a former camper 
who was a unit leader for a girl's 
unit Last year. 

Camp Onseyawa serves children 
with theJull range of disabilities, 
including those confined to 
wheelchairs, the severely re
tarded and those with less obvious 

accepted at other camps. 
The camp is paid for by the 

Rotary Clubs of the four counties. 
Kenney noted the size of the 
commitment the clubs make, in
cluding the cost of feeding the 
nearly 250 persons at the camp. 
There are no fees for the campers' 
families to pay. 

Kenney said several staff 
members are qualified pro
fessionals who make their living 
working with the same disabilities 
they see at camp. They take their 
vacation time to work with the 
kids, Kenney said; foT^ilcTfsome 
receive $25 pay. 

The camp's theory is to allow 
cainucts to participate 

camping. Bogart said, even if that 
means having a blind child shoot
ing, with assistance, on the rifle 
range. While the campers' safety 
is protected, the camp provides 
the range of camping activities. 
Children in wheelchairs go on 
hikes, retarded children lead 
songs, everyone goes swimming 
and special awards for smiling for 
those campers who can do little 
more are all accepted parts of the 
program. 

The acceptance is the most 
obvious part of what occurs at the 
camp. As the counselors and 
campers interact, the campers 
are treated as children, not as a 
disability. Activities are based on 
what the campers can do, and not 
what they can't. 

And the campers' affectionate 
response to that treatment and the 
sincere react.on from the 
counselors, probaoly is what 
makes the camp a special 
experience that both campers and 
staff want to return to each 
summer. 

Gail Hagen, left, and Eileen 
Teachout, check over some work in 
the office at Camp Onseyawa. Many 

of the campers enjoy themselves so 
much they return eventually as 
counselors. Photo by Martin Toombs 

Man charged in crash 

■ Moravia 
Correspondent 
Roberta KaUay 
497-1142 

SENECA FALLS - David R: Brand. 22, 
of Seneca Falls was charged with DWI, 
speeding and possession of marijuana 
following a one-car accident Saturday, the 
Seneca County Sheriff's Department said. 

Deputies said Brand was driving a van 
north on County Route 116 at 4:50 a.m., 
when he lost control and struck a utility 
pole. They said the van was extensively 
UimiaK t̂l ill ill tluf lU'lvyr s>uffyrerJTcrap55" 

to both knees but refused medical treat
ment. 

Brand was charged with driving while 
intoxicated, unreasonable speed, un
inspected vehicle and possession of a 
small amount of marijuana. He was 
released in the custody of a family 
member and is to appear Sept. 7 in 
Seneca Falls town court, the sheriffs 
department said. 
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Castle bounce 
Youngsters bounce around an air-filled castle rides and games. Entering this castle was a lot 

at the Moravia FD-VFW Field Days this easier than the old days. Photo by Steve Taylor 
weekend. The annual event included parades, 

EC orientation set 

The Jo-Am Fabrics' 
school of thought: 
quality economy, 
fashion and At. 

Gingham checks 
the clean ones! 
A classic! Polyester/cotton 
in assorted check sizes. Ma
chine wash, dry, 45" wide. 
REG. $2.19 YARD. 

•149 YARD 

Sato •ndt Saturday, Aug. 29th 

sale 
Entire stock 
shirting plaids 
Polyester/cotton plaids that 
love to layer under a sweater. 
Machine wash, dry. 45" wide. 
REG. $3.99 and $4.49 YARD. 

Country calicos 
down-home pretty 
Even city slickers look good in 
these spicy cottons! Machine 
wash, dry, 45" wide. 
REG. $3.49 YARD. 

25% OFF '2.69 YARD 

\ SENECA FALLS - Or
ientation for the 290 
freshmen and transfer stu
dents beginning their 
Studies at Eisenhower Col
lege this fall, begins Aug. 30. 
; me group arriving sun-

!

lay represents a 10 percent 
ncrease over September. 
980. The new arrivals in-

blude 150 freshmen. 26 
transfers, 11 Japanese 

Exchange students from 
okai University and more 

than 100 computer science, 
photography and engineer
ing students beginning their 
Studies at Eisenhower 
before going on to the 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology campus next 
fear. 
I Although two-thirds of the 
group comes from New 
York, there are students 

from as far away as 
Florida. Colorado. Alaska 
and Louisiana. Among the 
foreign countries re
presented are Korea. 
Jamaica, Switzerland. 
R u s s i a . P o l a n d 
Bangladesh, Malaysia. In
dia. Indonesia and Col
umbia. 

Sunday's activities will 
include an orientation for 
parents and a welcoming 
address by Thomas Plough, 
executive dean. 

During the following three 
days, in meetings' with 
faculty, advisors, in athletic 
and social events and 
through informal sessions 
with upperclassmen, 
freshmen and transfer* will 
be given a feel for the 
academic and extracur
ricular life on campus. 

The Orientation Commit
tee, headed by seniors De-
bra Davis and Jan-Handley 
chose the program theme 
"To Earn a Living ...To Live 
a Life" to reflect the col-' 
lege's expanded initiatives 
in career education. A staff 
of 43 upperclassmen 
assisted in the preparation. 

Eisenhower students re
turning from last year will 
arrive on campus Sept. 2 for 
registration. Classes begin 
Sept. 3; the 14th academic 
year will officially bo coiled 
into session in opening 
convocation ceremonies that 
evening. 

Policy meeting set 
SENECA FALLS - An 

informational meeting has 
been scheduled at Myhderse 
Academy on Sept. l. 

The session will be held at 
7:30 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Heading the meeting will be 
Gerald Mac luso. principal, school year. 

and David Geitner and 
Vince Caraccilo, assistant 
principals. 

The session will focus on 
academic and discipline 
policies for the 1981-1962 

Entire stock 
Crompton corduroy 
Winmote® pinwaleorwidewale 
solids of cotton/polyester. 
Machine wash, dry, 45' wide; 
REG. $5.49 YARD! 

The sportables: 
sailcloth and twill 
These poly/cottons are trie, 
perfect transitional fabrics. 
Machine wash, dry, 45" wide 
REG. $3.49 YARD. 

20% OFF $2.79 YARD 

Entire stock 
decorator fabrics 
Choose from our entire, in-store 

famous-name swatch books. 
Gorgeous fabrics! 

Singer yellow and 
red band needles 
Singer's yellow bands are fine 
muK-purpose mochinttneodtot; 
new red bands are super sharp 
for working with wovens. 

Buflerfck 
6923 _ 

Orlppers • jean 
labels-jean studs 
These necessaries are what you 
nood for fun. fashionable jeans. 
jean jackets, jean skirts and 
jumpers for kids or moms. 

20% OFF 2 0 % OFF 20% OFF 
Prices good at 
Auburn Store 
Only M«*v™ ® 

FABRIC! «W= 
OwnMona operated by Fob*C«nttriotAm«nco.ine 

Kmart Plaza, Rte. 5, Auburn • Phone 255-1391 
Open Monday thru Friday 10A.M. to 9P.M. • Saturday 10A.M. to 6P.M. 

Sunday Noon to 5P.M. 


