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Audit cites improper bidding 
By STELLA CECERE 

Improper "procedures In bidding 
practices was one of New York State 
audit e period, Jan. 1, 1972 to Dec. 31, 
1974. 

The completed examination ot town 
fiscal affairs has been filed with the 
State Comptroller in Albany with a 
copy at the town hall on White Springs 
Rd. available for public inspection. 
^The report is certified by Richard H. 

Dinolfo, senior examiner of municipal 
affairs, state Dept. of Audit and con 
trol, Dlv. of Municipal Affairs. 

The following discrepancies in the 
administration of town fiscal aftairs 
and practices were included in the 
findings: 

— Competitive Bidding. No record 
was found to indicate that bids were 
requested by public advertisement, as 
required by law, for the installation of 
certain sewer lines costing in excess ot 
$3,500. 

— New Sewer Construction Project. 
The board should have obtained the 
necessary easements or lawfully 
prescribed rights-of-way across 
private property prior to construction 
of sewer installations. (Here the 
examiner pointed out that the town 

board authorized construction of a 
sewer pump station and Installed 
necessary sewer lines on private 
property located within Sewer District 
No. 1, and subsequently, after con
sideration had been rendered to the 
property owners tor use of their land, 
the Town acquired title to the 
property.) . 

— The West Lake Rd. Water 
District. Liabilities totaling $6,000 
incurred in 1971 had been paid from the 
General Fund. (This was a criticism In 
a previous audit and at the time of the 
present examination funds had not 
been repaid, according to the 
examiner.) 

— Petty cash in excess of $100 held 
in custody of the town clerk was not 
included as part of the cash balance of 
various town funds. (The auditor wrote 
that since petty cash is a cash asset, it 
should be included as part of the cash 
balance of funds from which it 
originated.) 

— Records did not include moneys 
received for bid deposit on a con
struction contract and a payment to 
defray cost of a public hearing. Two 
checks for these payments totaling 

$505 were located in safekeeping 
within the town hall where they had 
remained undeposited until April 1973 
and July 1974. (Money should be 
deposited when received was the 
examiner's recommendation.) 

Additional findings in the state 
examination were that customers In 
Water District No. 1 (Lenox Park) 
were being charged less than the rates 
established by the town board. The 
differences, the report said, resulted 
from errors in computation of charges 
based on consumption. (The situation 
was corrected, according to the 
auditor, after it was brought to the 
attention of town personnel.) 

The Town Clerk was criticized for 
not maintaining a control account for 
water and sewer billings and the 
recommendation was that such 
records and individual unpaid ac
counts be reviewed and reconciled 
periodically. 

The board as a whole was taken to 
task for not auditing paid capital 
project claims as required by Town 
Law. In addition, the filing of claims 
by the Town Clerk, according to the 
examiner, did not follow the statutory 

directives that each claim for audit be 
numbered consecutively. 

Senior Examiner Dinolfo noted that 
the establishment of the town's new 
sewer district was undertaken dur ing 
the period examined. There was 
financial assistance for the prolect 
from the U. S. Dept. of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) and the 
state Dept. of Environmental Con
servation (DEC). The examiner wrote 
that, "Ckjr examination of records 
pertaining to flood control and sewer 
construction did not include a review 
of the Hems claimed for state federal 
aid. This phase of the examination Is 
subject to audit by other state and-or 
federal agencies." 

The study for that period showed the 
town's population at 2,781 (1970 cen
sus); also, that there were four special 
water districts; two special lighting 
districts; a fire protection district; and 
a new sewer district. 

A summary of cash transactions for 
the year ending Dec. 31,1974 listed the 
following figures: balance beginning 
of fiscal year, $969,058.20; receipts. 
$1,041,951.42; d isbursements , 
$1,117,802.71; and balance at end of 
fiscal year, $893,206.91. 
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Supervisor: procedures being corrected 
By STELLA CECERE 

Responding to the state audit of 
Town of Geneva fiscal affairs, 
Supervisor Arthur Rundell fold The 
Times that corrective measures 
wherever possible and as recom
mended by the state examiner are 
already in order. 

Rundell noted that Senior Examiner 
Richard Dinolfo, state Dept. of Audit 
and Control, spent a good portion of a 
nine-week period in the spring of this 
year going over the town's accounts. 

"In that length of time he was given 
complete access to our records and 
Town Clerk Mabel Ansley and I 
cooperated with Mr. Dinolfo however 
we could." 

The annual financial operation of the 
town runs approximately $2 v* million. 
"We're talking big business here," 
said Rundell, adding it was his feeling 
that when the state examiner left he 
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was satisfied that "the books of the 
town fairly represent town business." 

Geneva Town supervisor offered the 
following explanations in response to 
various criticisms contained in the 
examiner's account: 

Where It was indicated, on the item 
of competitive bidding practices, that 
the town did not advertise for bids for 
work in excess of $3,500, Rundell said 
there were two instances occurring 
during the new construction project 
where work was being done by the 
same contractor — Ontario Pipeline of 
Victor — on private property. The 
town's obligation, according to Run
dell, was to ring the sewer line to the 
property line of a privately-owned 
industrial park located on Rt. 14. 

He explained, "We (the town) had 
been substantially completed on the 
project by Ontario Pipeline when it 
was discovered we had to run an ad
ditional line to the property. By 
allowing them to do the portion of work 
which was the town responsibility, we 
were able to secure a better price than 
by issuing a change order." 

The supervisor's response on the 
criticism that there was no easement 

when the town proceeded to construct 
a pump station on private land 
(Geneva Country Club,) was that "at 
the time a tentative agreement bet
ween the town and club had been 
reached prior to construction . . . 
although the town did not possess the 
actual deed." Rundell said that 
presumably later the town exchanged 
a $4,400 lateral plus payment of one 
dollar for a quit claim deed to ap
proximately 30,000 sq. ft. of Country 
Club land, housing the pump station. 

Moneys borrowed from the General 
Fund to pay West Lake Rd. Water 
District debts was explained this way 
by the supervisor. 

"The loan," he said, "was made to 
the district in lieu of borrowing." 
Funds will be repaid to the General 
Fund "on settlement of a pending West 
Lake Rd. water suit" against several 
firms to recover damages from an 
alleged faulty water line. On bid 
deposits and petition receipts which 
were retained in the safe over a period 
of time, Rundell said that one check, 
which was for $50, was on a request for 
housing variance. "This has since been 
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By DAVE RICKEY 
Irving Abelow has never seen Camp 

Onseyawa, but he will be a part of 
about 140 handicapped youngsters' fun 
there for the next two weeks. 

The Palm Springs, Fla. resident is 
presumed to be the oldest living 
muscular dystrophy patient in the 
world, says Genevan Don Bogart, 
director of the camp, Every year 
Abelow donates camp tee shirts, 
awards, and jackets to two-year camp 
veterans. 

Camp Onseyawa, which draws its 
name from the first two letters of each 
of four counties — Ontario, Seneca, 
Yates and Wayne — starts Sunday 
afternoon and runs through Aug. 29, 
Bogart says. 
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Abelow never had a chance to visit 
the camp, which annually runs for the 
last two weeks of August at Camp 
Babcock Hovey, property of the Boy 
Scouts. 

While in the area, Abelow was a 
patient at Clifton Springs Hospital, and 
became good friends with Dr. Robert 
Wood, who himself is active in the 
camp program. 

The program has almost tripled in 
size since its founding in the mid 1950s, 
says Bogart. Twenty-three Rotary 
Clubs in the four counties sponsor the 
camp. 

Yesterday, over 60 members from 
several Rotary clubs visited the 
campgrounds near Willard State 
Hospital, to set up tents and bring in 
equipment and supplies. Today and 
Saturday, other members will con
tinue readying the camp. 

The grounds should be ready by 
Sunday, when about 140 children 9-17 
from throughout the four counties will 
arrive. 

At the camp, the children will be 
supervised by a staff of about 75, 
Bogart estimated. Sunday night the 
staff will put on a talent show for the 
children. 

The1 children themselves will get to 
test their own talent during the two-
week campout Various awards will be 
given to all children, Bogart 
guarantees, and "one of the biggest" 
events will be a fishing contest on 
Seneca Lake for all the campers. 

When they're not trying to catch 
trout, the children may find them
selves firing a 22 caliber rifle under a 
certified rifle instructor, Bogart says. 

The children can learn to shoot 
arrows through an archery program, 
Bogart notes. Getting away from the 
field, children can take part in 
programs of ceramics, handicrafts, 
cooking, sewing or photography, to 
name a few. 

Though the children may not leave 
camp as photography buffs or checker 
kings, they will probably know how to 
swim, according to Bogart. He says 
the children all must take part in 
swimming instruction. 

The camp is divided into living units, 
each housing about 12 kids (two to a 
tent) and at least four counselors, 
Bogartsays. 

The counselors, as well as the rest of 
the Staff, IS paid for their work. Bogart 
says. He himself Is a psychologist for 
BOCES who spends the latter part ot 
August running the camp. 

Helping Bogart is Bob Gleason, who 
is program director. Assisting Gleason 
I t Jtm Blenkonberg of Palmyra. 

~—Jooeph—Baldwin of Onoonfa. •„,1B; The Rev 
charge of mate counselors, while Joan 
Franchl of Newark Is the senior girls' 
counselor. 

The staff, along with the nan 
dicapped children, art sOfacUd for the 
camp during the late school months 

Geneva News 

Walsh asks resignation 
of agriculture secretary 
Rep. William F. Walsh (R 33) said 

today that Earl Butz, Secretary of 
Agriculture, should resign and the 
ent i re department should be 
reorganized,. 

"The department is riddled with 
indecision, contradictory policies, and 
a near-total lack of leadership and 
should be completely overhauled, 
starting at the top," Walsh said. 

Walsh criticized the department's 
role in grain sales to foreign nations. 
"Mr. Butz' request this week for a 
slowdown in grain trading with the 
Soviet Union is too late to have any 
effect on the spiraling cost of food," 
Walsh said. "When the deal with the 
Russians was first announced last 
month, all indications pointed to Butz 
and his department being the last ones 
who knew what was going on. The first 
result was an immediate 25 per cent 
domestic price Increase in the cost of 

wheat, driving up the cots of bread. 
"Now, while prices are going up, the 

department learns we may not have a 
bumper crop after all, and exports are 
being cut back. At the very same time, 
we then announce a new deal for grain 
exports to Japan, indicating again that 
there is a surplus. 

"This is totally contradictory, and it 
is no wonder grain dealers are getting 
rich while the rest of the agricultural 
community, especially Northeast 
Dairy farmers, are getting fed up with 
Butz' blunders," Walsh said. 

"I don't know of a single dairy 
farmer or a single consumer who is 
satisfied with the way things are 
going," Walsh said. "I think everyone 
concerned would welcome a new 
secretary and an overhauled depart
ment that's more in touch with what's 
happening at home." 

returned." The other instance was a 
certified check for $455, which 
represents retainage by one contractor 
on the new town garage project. "We 
still have it as retainage but once the 
contract is approved, it will be 
returned." 

On other criticisms contained in the 
report. Rundell said that the various 
town officials were taking the 
necessary steps to follow recom
mendations as outlined. 

The state examiner conducted an 
exit interview July 11 with members of 
the board. Rundell said at that time, 
"he (Dinolfo) acknowledged he found 
no discrepancies in an audit of books of 
the two town justices. This Is com
mendable, the supervisor said. 

In addition to the supervisor and 
Town Clerk Mabel Ansley, members of 
the Town of Geneva Town Board in
clude Justice George Moore, Justice C. 
Charles Cooiey, Councilman Thomas 
Gibbons and Councilman Claude 
Thorpe. 

Others who were in office for a 
period of time covered by the audit 
were: John Choffln, councilman. l-T-72 
to 2-1-74; and Fred Mann, town clerk, 
1-l-72to 12-31-73. 

James W. Thomson 

SENECA CASTLE - James William 
Thomson, 90, of Seneca Castle, died 
Wednesday afternoon at his home 
after a short i I Iness. 

The funeral will be at the Crisfleld 
Funeral Home, Gorham, Friday at 
10:30 a.m. The Rev. Larry Gerber will 
officiate. Burial will be in Gorham 

^Cemetery-
Mr. Thomson was born In the Town 

of Gorham. He was an underwriter for 
the New York Fire Insurance Rating 
Organization, Buffalo Division until 
1924. He retired in January 1958 from 
the Hi-0 Division of Aerovox plant at 
Olean. He had been senior main
tenance man. 

He started at the Electrical Reac
tance in Franklinville Nov. 21,1944 and 
was transferred to the temporary 
Barry St. location in Olean prior to the 
opening of the present plant on Seneca 
Ave. While in Olean, Mr. Thomson 
lived at 125 South Tent St. Since 1958 
Mr. Thomson has lived In Seneca 
Castle. 

He was a member of the United 
Methodist Church of Seneca Castle and 
the Masonic Lodge and the Shrine. 

Surviving are his wife, Laura; one 
son, Robert F. of Severn, Md.; one 
daughter, Mrs. Florence M. Sullivan of 
Seneca Castle; one sister, Mrs. Ruth I. 
Green of Rlverhead, L.I.; three 
grandsons; two granddaughters; 
seven great grandchildren, and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may bo 
made to the American Cancer Society, 
Finger Lakes chapter, 

Anna Nelson 
PENN YAN - Miss Anna M Nelson 

of 315 Liberty St. died early this 
morning at Soldiers and Sailors 
Memorial Hospital. 

Friends may call at the Townsend 
Funeral Chapel tomorrow from 7-9 
p.m. 

The funeral will be Saturday at 2 
p.m. at the chapel. The Rev. Paul 
Swarthoyt will officiate. Burial will be 
In Evergreen Cemetery, Dresden. 

Surviving Miss Nelson la 
Mrs. Loon (Eleanor) Stiles of 
Yan. 

Richard C Watkins 
SENECA FALJLS, - Richard C. 

Watkins, 49, of 84 Troy St., died 
unexpectedly Wednesday morning at 
Taylor Brown Memorial Hospital. 

Friends may call at the Sanderson 
Funeral Home today from 7-9 p.m. and 
Friday from 3-5 and 7-9 p.m. 

Funeral services will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday from the funeral home. The 
Rev. M. Edward Lincoln, pastor of 
United Methodist Church of Waterloo, 
will officiate. Burial will be in Spring 
Brook Cemetery. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Heart Fund. 

Mr. Watkins was a native and life 
resident of Seneca Falls. He was born 
April 13. 1926, son of Birchard M. and 
Pearl Carr Watkins. He was a veteran 
of World War II and a member of Co. 
C, 22nd armored engineer battalion, 
serving with the 5th armored division 
in Germany. He was employed at the 
Seneca Army Depot until his 
retirement in 1972. He was most 
recently bus monitor for the Seneca 
Falls Central School district. He was a 
member of United Methodist Church of 
Seneca Falls. 

Surviving are his wife, Edna Mae; 
two sons, Gary and Kevin; two 
daughters, Barbara and Tammy, all at 
home; two brothers, Wilbur Watkins of 
Seneca Falls and Gilbert Watkins of 
O'Fallon, I I I .; his father, Birchard M. 
of Seneca Falls; his mother, Mrs. 
Donald Cuddeback of Miami, Fla., and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Edward F. Norsen 
PHELPS — Edward F. Norsen, 82, 

of 12 Walnut St., died at Clifton Springs 
Hospital and Clinic yesterday after a 
short illness. 

A prayer service will be at the 
Dewey Funeral Home at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday followed by a Mass of the 
Resurrection at 9 a.m. at St. Francis of 
Assist Church. The Rev. Francis 
Turner will officiate. Burial will be in 
St. Francis Cemetery. 

Friends may call at the Dewey 
Funeral Home Thursday and Friday 
from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. The Phelps Fire 
Dept. will call at 7 p.m. Thursday and 
the Rosary will be said Friday at 8 
p.m. 

Mr. Norsen was a life long resident 
of Phelps and had been employed at 
Silver Floss Foods, Seneca Kraut and 
the NYS Experiment Station. Mr. and 
Mrs Norsen would have celebrated 
their 58th wedding anniversary In 
November. He was an Inactive 
member of the Phelps Fire Dept. 

Surviving are his wife, Lena; one 
son, Fred of Geneva; three grand
children; four great grandchildren. 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Mrs. Ann VonderHyden 

FUNERALS 
Anthony Pttlfer 

GENEVA — Funeral services for 
Anthony (Springs) Pmfer, #0, of 344 N. 
Genesee St., who died Monday, wore 
this morning at 9 a.m. from the 
Casteliuzzo Pvmrei Homo and at 9:30 
a m . from St. Francis de Sates Church. 
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Mass of the Resurrection Burial was 
In Glenwood Cemetery. 

Deal's* s were Anthony Antenuccl. 
Anthony Ravish, Chariot Pltlfer Jr., 
Ronnie Constable, Steven Sclarabba 
and Samuel D'Amico. 

- Mrs. Ann R. Van-
derHyden, 77, of Sterling, Va., for
merly of Waterloo, died Tuesday In 
Loudoun M e m o r i a l H o s p i t a l , 
Leesburg, Va. 

A funeral mass will bo at 11 a.m. 
Friday at St. Joseph's Catholic 
Church, Herndon. Va. Burial will be in 
Sterling Cemetery, with arrangements 
by Green Funeral Homo. * 

A native of Eland, wise., Mrs. 
VanderHyden resided with her family 
In Waterloo for a number of years, 
before moving to Sterling. She had 
worked for Singer Sewing Machine Co. 
of Geneva, retiring before she moved 
to Virginia. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Loudoun Memorial Hospital, 
70 W. Cornwall St., Leesburg. Va. 
22075. 

Surviving are her husband, Willard. 
two daughters, Mrs. Helen V. Kinne of 
Sterling and Mrs. Carolyn V. Allen of 
Arlington, Va.; one son, J. Henry 
VanderHyden of Alexandria, Va.; 11 
grandchildren and three great
grandchildren, and two sisters, Mrs. 
Hiram Young of Neenah, Wise, and 
Mrs. Clyde Hulbert of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. 

Jay A. Detro 
GORHAM — Jay A. Detro, 70, of E. 

Swamp Rd., died this morning at F. F. 
Thompson Hospital after a short 
illness. 

Friends may call at the Crisfield 
Funeral Home Friday from 2-4 and 7-9 
p.m. 

Funeral services will be Saturday at 
2 p.m. at the funeral home. The Rev. 
James McMillan will officiate. Burial 
will be in Rushville Cemetery. 

Mr. Detro was a life resident of the 
Town of Gorham. 

Surviving are his wife, Thelma; 
three sons, Robert, Bruce and 
Richard, all of Gorham; two 
daughters, Marjorie McCall of 
Gorham and Barbara Scarletta of 
Gorham; his mother, Ella Detro of 
Mattydale; one brother, George of 
Mattydale; 13 grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

Memorial contributions may be 
made to the Stanley-Hall Gorham 
Ambulance Fund. 

Mrs. Josie Lamont 
PENN YAN - Mrs. Josie G. 

Lamont, 96, formerly of 221 Clinton St., 
died Tuesday at Soldiers and Sailors 
Hospital. 

Friends may call at the Weldon 
Funeral Home today from 7-9 p.m. 
There will be a Rebekah service at the 
funeral home at 7:30 p.m. 

The funeral will be tomorrow at 2 
p.m. at the funeral home. The Rev. 
William Wilcox, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, will officiate. 
Burial will be in Lakeview Cemetery 
at the family's convenience. 

Mrs. Lamont was a lifetime resident 
of Yates County. She married the late 
Floyd Lamont In 1902. She was a 
charter member of the Penn Yan 
Rebekah Lodge and the Penn Yan 
Grange, and she was a member of the 
First Baptist Church. 

She is survived by one son, Crosby S. 
of Penn Yan; two grandchildren, and 
one great-grandchild. 

Ronald M. Pa till 
LYONS — Ronald M. Paull, 40, of 

Dublin Rd., Town of Junius, died 
Tuesday in an automobile accident in 
Jena, La. 

Friends may call at the Weeks 
Funeral Home at Lyons from 2-4 and 7-
9 p.m. tomorrow. 

A funeral service will be at 2 p.m. 
Saturday at the funeral home. The 
Rev. Jack Kissel will officiate. Burial 
will be in South Lyons Cemetery. 

Mr. Paull was a professional 
wrestler, working in the southern 
states. He was born Jan. 19, 1935 in 
Prospect, N.Y. He served in the U.S. 
Air Force from 1952 to 1942. 

Surviving are his mother, Mrs. Eva 
Paull Mulcahey of Lyons RD 1; his 
father, Albert Paull of Chestertown; 
one daughter, Yvonne Paull of Lyons; 
and a brother, Bernard Paull of Lyons. 

Mrs. Grace Sheldon 
GENEVA - Mrs. Grace S. Sheldon 

of 55 Tillman St. died unexpectedly at 
her home yesterday. 

Friends may call at the John C. 
Johnson Funeral Home, Canandalgua, 
tomorrow from 2-4 and 7-9 p.m. The 
funeral will be Saturday at 10 a.m. at 
fha funeral home. The Rev. Robert 
Withington, pastor of St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Canandalgua. will 
officiate. Burial will be in Woodiawn 

v Cemetery at the family's convenience 
Mrs. Sheldon was born In Canan

dalgua and attended school there. She 
was a member of North Presbyterian 
Church, Geneva. 

She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Janet Carol Sheldon; one sister, Mrs. 
Marlon Wagner of Alden, and one 
brother, Clifford Burgess of Ft. 
Montgomery. 
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